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Letters To The Editor 


Need Change In Seminary 
Emphasis 
17 February, 1949, 
Naval Operating Base, 
Trinidad, British West Indies. 
Dear Doctor Dendy: 

Our Seminaries should place far greater em- 
phasis on apologetics. Now it is silly to say that 
God’s word needs no defense. That is a truism. 
But in our day and time when the entire edu- 
cational set up is anti-theistic and the rage is on 
for every farmer and factory hand to have a 
college education, if possible, the Clergy must be 
especially trained to meet the philosophical and 
scientific arguments against the dogma of the 
Church. Our Seminaries have not been very 
realistic on this score. 


There are reasons for it. One of the greatest 
being the lack of an austere preparatory discipline 
prior to Seminary. Now I know that if one wants 
to become scholarly about it, the matter may go 
back to, its etiology may lie in the basic differ- 
ence between Thomistic and Calvinistic theology. 
Thomas Acquinas placed strong emphasis on rea- 
son. Calvin on faith. Not being a scholar, and 
at last having given up hope of ever being one, 
while in the Navy I am not prepared to work out 
that thesis. But this I know, modern Seminary 
training poorly equips our Clergy for the rough 
and tumble jousts in the market place. 


In my humble opinion traditional Christianity 
is rather rapidly being forced to assume the de- 
fensive in an increasingly hostile world. Religion 
can hardly be said to hold a normative position in 
the thinking of the people any more. Sectarians 
are making a killing these days riding one point 
or other, already implicit in the teaching of the 
Church, riding it for all its worth, The proof of 
the general confusion and lack of doctrinal ori- 
entation is that every one of the sects is made up 
of disaffected Presbyterians, Baptists, Episco- 
palians, Methodists and so on. 


How are we going to meet the divisive and 
disruptive forces at work throughout the Church 
at large unless our pastors are thoroughly trained 
apologetically. Willy-nilly classroom talks, presum- 
ing upon the non existent foundation, can only 


tet 


lead to an essentially leaderless Church. We must 
revive the didactic character of preaching—pre- 
pare our men thru austere discipine to take their 
place in the battle line rather than at the bridge 
table or the tea party. There is a fight to be 
fought my brother, and it is not for intellectual 
weaklings or Social Brahmins. 

Cordially, 

Yours in His Service, 

Frederick Volbeda. 





Likes Baptism By Sprinkling 
REV. B. E. VANDER WOUDE 


Reformed Church Parsonage 
Woodstock, Minn. 
Feb. 19, 1949. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, . 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor, 
Weaverville, North Carolina. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I notice that my subscription renewal comes 
next month, and so I may as well enclose the 
check at this time. I have enjoyed The Journal 
thruout all the years it has come to me, and in 
these days of denial of all the glorious attributes 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, The Journal brings 
cheer and courage at each arrival. You men are 
doing a wonderful piece of work, the importance 
of which will not fully be realized till Christ ap 
pears. 


The Number of Feb. 1, 1949, has been of spe 
cial blessing to me and my household and to some 
of our friends. “Lost Horizon,” could stand to be 
reprinted in every other issue, and should be 


carried by every denominational paper in the 
country. 


“Baptism By Sprinkling” is a most wonderful 
study ,on that subject. It is clear as crystal, 
logical, and most of all thoroughly Scriptural. 
Never before have I seen any such explanation of 
the Baptism of our Lord and Saviour by John the 
Baptist. When I think of how blindly we have fol- 
lowed what is stated in the good old Evangelical 
Commentaries regarding the meaning of “for thus 
it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness,” ! 
am ashamed of the sermons I have preached 


that subject. Brother Rose has done us all a greal 
service. 
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Now comes the question: Is this article to be 
had in pamphlet form? It deserves wide dis- 
tribution. I would like all my friends to read it. 
| have one son in the ministry and two others 
preparing themselves for the ministry, and surely 
do not want them to grow up in the same igno- 
rance, if only on this one point. Hence, if this 
article can be printed in pamphlet form, I would 
like to have several dozen. 


If on the other hand it is not to be had in 


pamphlet form, can I have a couple dozen extra 

copies of the Feb. 1, 1949 issue of The Journal? 

(Of course, I gladly pay the cost. If the latter, 

will you kindly have them sent to me? Thank you. 

And thank you for everything in The Journal. 
Sincerely and Fraternally Yours, 
B. T. Vander Woude. 


EDITORIAL 


Wholesome Advice 


Four Christian periodicals which come to our 
desk and which are outstanding representatives of 
evangelical faith have all within a short period of 
time carried able and searching articles on the 
need for more love and Christian grace on the 
part of many who espouse the cause of evangelical 
Christianity. 

We believe this is greatly needed and wholesome 
advice for all concerned. In our judgment nothing 
has hurt the cause of Christ more than the bitter- 


ness which often has entered into contending for 
the faith. 


In this day, when so many have departed from 
the faith and when many others seem indifferent to 
the necessity of standing for the things which are 
peculiar to and which actually constitute Christian 
faith and doctrine, it is absolutely necessary to 
enter into controversy. The Christian Church has 
thrived on and been kept pure by controversy. But, 
contending for and being contentious are two en- 
tirely different things. 


Paul never hesitated to speak clearly for the 
truth, nor did he refrain from stinging rebuke, 
when necessary, but, in writing to his spiritual son, 
Timothy, he gave advice which is equally valid to- 
day. “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient. In 
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; 
if God peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth.” 





Our aim must not be to win a point; it is to win 
men to a living faith and witness. For that reason 
love, humility and patience should characterize 
those zealous for the truth. Unfortunately only too 
often our testimony is completely lost by unloveli- 
hess and impatience. 


We who believe that all scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, 
must give evidence in our own lives that we have 


received its reproof, correction and instruction in 
righteousness, 


Let us examine our own hearts, lives and motives 
and with the clean hands and pure hearts which 
come alone through the cleansing blood of our 
avior, go out to serve Him and witness for Him in 
humility, love and holy boldness. 


Without this preparation of heart our zeal for 
tuth is as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 


— . 
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New Creatures 


Many panaceas are offered today as cures for 
the ills of the world. While some of these pay re- 
spect to religion, they are man-made, and will 
prove ineffective, even if enough people agree on 
any one plan to give it a fair trial. In my humble 
judgment there is no cure apart from the simple, 
yet sublime, program offered in the Bible, our 
only rule of faith and practise. If we are to have 
a new world, we must have “new creatures in 
Christ” as Paul so forcefully says in Second Co- 
rinthians 5:17. “If any man is in Christ Jesus, he 
is a new creature.” Only remade men and women 
can be used of God to reshape society. 


What does this mean? First, it means that the 
person who is in Christ through commital of life 
to Him, has new attitudes toward all phases of - 
life. He has new attitudes toward God, and these 
attitudes affect and control his life. He has new 
attitudes toward his fellowman, desiring only that 
which is good for him, rather than saying evil 
things about him, or plotting evil against him. He 
will have a new attitude toward himself, which 
attitude will suppress the old human pride, and 
yield unreservedly to God’s will. 


The new creature in Christ will be motivated 
by new purposes. His greatest purpose will be 
to serve God, and all other purposes will be sub- 
servient to this controlling one. I am persuaded 
that much of the ill-will and strained relationships 
in the world, and in our Church, would disappear 
if we were new creatures in Christ. How can the 
conduct of some ministers or groups be justified 
when they would rather see a church pastorless, 
than have the church served by another minister, 
who doesn’t always interpret God’s will, or God’s 
word, as they do, 


The new creature in Christ will show the fruits 
of his conversion by new actions. Hatred will be 
replaced by love, envy by generosity, ill-will by 
good-will, selfishness by unselfishness. Yes, the 
fruits of the Spirit which are love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness 
and temperance will replace the works of the flesh. 
Well has the ancient writer reminded us “your 


actions speak so loud I cannot hear what you 
say.” 


New creatures in Christ, alone, will cure the ills 
of the world, and give us the new world for which 
many long and pray. —C.G.McC. 


They Do Not Want Such 
Preaching Today 


It is not a popular thing to speak out against 
worldliness among Christians today. You can con- 
demn drinking or gambling or the other grosser 
sins and the Church people will commend you. 
But if you condemn some of the respectable forms 
of worldliness which are greatly harming the testi- 
mony and effectiveness of our Churches (many 
thoughtful Southern Presbyterians believe that 
worldliness is having a more detrimental effect 
upon the Southern Presbyterian denomination at 
the present time than Modernism is having) you 
will find that many Church people will strongly 
dissaprove. 





Preach about Heaven and you are a popular 
preacher; talk about Hell and you are often looked 
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on with disfavor. This being so, what should a 
preacher or Bible teacher do? Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, that world-renowned, master—theologian 
who taught for so many years at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and later at Westminister Semi- 
nary, stated the only possible answer in a lecture 
delivered in 1933. He said: “Some New York 
theological seminary students recently told me that 
people now did not want to hear about Heaven 
and Hell; if I were a minister in New York, 
what would I do? I replied that the Gospel’s state- 
ments about Heaven and Hell are true, and can- 
not be altered. I would pray God’s Spirit to change 
the hearts of the New York people. You cannot 
change the message.” 


And you cannot change what God’s word says 
about worldliness and the Christian, If a preacher 
. or Bible teacher intends to proclaim the full 
message of the Bible, he must boldly speak out 
against worldliness in every form without fear of 
consequence. A true proclaimer of the full Gospel 
cannot soft-pedal the sin of worldliness any more 
than he can the sin of murder or any = sin. 

7 ' 





It Cannot Be Done 


Spiritual results cannot be obtained by worldly 
methods. Halley in his Pocket Handbook on the 
Bible makes an interesting commentary on our 
Savior’s temptation. 


He writes: “. . . He had already formed a con- 
suming passion to save the world. He knew that 
was His mission. The question was, how to do it. 
By using the miraculous powers which had just 
been bestowed upon Him,—powers which no mortal 
man had ever known before,—to give men bread 
without their having to work, and to overcome the 
ordinary forces of nature, He could have raised 
Himself to the rulership of the world, and by 
FORCE made men do His will, That was Satan’s 
suggestion. But Jesus’ mission was, not to compel 
obedience, but to change the hearts of men.” 


“The essence of Jesus’ temptation was to seek 
to accomplish His ends by worldly means, rather 
than by suffering. To produce spiritual results by 
worldly methods. What Jesus refused to do, the 
Church, through the ages, has done, and, to a 
large extent, is now doing; permitting itself to 
lust after worldly power.” 


We believe the writer has expressed a truth 
which the Church can ignore only at great loss. 
N 





“Father, Our 
Children Keep!!” 


The serious problem which confronts young peo- 
ple with reference to morality and moral standards 


merits the prayerful and constructive attention of 
the Church. 


An overweight patient comes to his, or her, 
physician and he diagnoses the condition as one of 
obesity. He finds that the patient lives on a diet 
excessive in starches and sweets. Self discipline and 
restraint are essential on the part of the patient 
if the condition is to be corrected. 


Young people are confronted by the lack of 
moral standards on the part of many with whom 
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they associate in school and at play. This lack of 
a Christian moral standard is furthered and aggra. 
vated by suggestive stories and jokes, by modem 
dancing, by the more popular novels and by many 
moving pictures. 


Just as an obese person will continue to be too 
fat as long as there is overindulgence in sweets 
and other starches, just so people who live in the 
midst of and feed on things suggestive or indecent 
find it increasingly difficult to remain pure. 


It is not easy for the Church to take a clear 
stand on this question because too many Church 
members, in good and regular standing, set an ex. 
ample incompatible with such a stand. 


But, in our judgment, one of the greatest needs 
today is for Christian people, even if not fully 
convinced themselves, to make a clean break with 
worldly conformity, particularly with reference t 
those things which contribute to a lowering of 
moral standards. 


This is a matter which merits the earnest prayers 
of God’s people. The moral and spiritual welfare of 
our young people is the stake. —L.N.B. 





The Shorter Catechism 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Decatur, Ga. 


Q. What is the chief end of man? 


A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to 
enjoy Him forever. 


Boys, when you are running a race where do 
you fix your eyes? In a football game what are 
you striving to reach? The goal, of course. Now 
what is the great goal of life? What is the pu- 
pose that means most of all to you? To get rich! 
To be famous? To succeed? To be the top man! 
Our Church says that there is a higher end tha 
all these. That end is God: to know Him, to praise 
Him, to honor Him, to serve Him, to thank Him, 
to enjoy Him. As you seek this highest object you 
will attain many lower ends that are worthwhile 
You will become better, more honest, more truth 
ful, more helpful to others. As you set your com 
pass for the true end for which you were maée 
you will truly become what you ought to be. Gol 
made us like Himself, As we seek His glory ¥ 
take the road that leads us up to that likeness 


Of all the things God has made man is the 
only visible creature that is able to know 
and praise Him. We are made to glorify God, God 
does not exist to humor us. Every bit of know: 
edge we gain ought to lead us to praise the 
Maker of all things. But doing praises God as wel 
as knowing. “Let your light shine before me 
that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.’ Most of all ¥ 
sinners need to praise God for the Glory of His 
grace which saves us. When we see God’s loving 
heart in Jesus Christ, we trust Him, we rejoice 
His love, we praise Him for His merciful kint 
ness. When Hampden C. DuBose, our great m* 

- sionary to China was too old to preach he co 
tinued to translate Christian works into Chine® 
One day his wife came and asked him to stop 
rest. “No,” he replied, “we must glorify God 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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Whatever Commentaries You 
Now Have In Your Study— 
There’s Only One 


“Matthew Henry” 


“Never Surpassed - It Can 
Never Be Superseded” 
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Dr. Chas. G. Trumbull: 


“A valuable contribution 
was made to the literature 
of the Christian Church 
when the well-known pub- 
lishers issued its now well- 
known six-volume edition of 
the Commentary carefully 
revised and corrected.” 


Theodore L. Cuyler: 


“To many a hard-working 
minister has this work been 
amine of gold! Next to wife 
and children, has lain near 
his heart, his pored-over and 
prayed-over Matthew 
Henry.” 
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praise ECVeTY Preacher and Bible 
‘Him, Me Student in the land.” 
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You Make a Gift 
and receive an income 


Through the Annuity Gift Plan of our Executive Com- 
mittee, it is possible for you to make a substantial gift 
to Foreign Missions and receive a guaranteed life in- 
come on the amount of your gift. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for over 
50 years, during which time we have never failed to 
pay the agreed annuities promptly and in full. 


Under this plan we have received and invested for 
Foreign Mission support the sum of $934,264.92. 


The constant growth of Annuity Gifts has shown the 
popularity of this plan, as well as its practical opera- 
tion. 221 people are now receiving these annuities and 
in many instances have increased their gifts from time 
to time or have recommended this method of giving to 
others, who have also followed it to their own profit 
and satisfaction. 


We will be glad to send you full information about 
Annuity Gifts on request. Address: 





Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 3: Turning 
Toward The Cross 


Scripture: Mark 8.27 - 9:1, 31-34; Luke 9:36, 51. 
Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:5-11. 


In connection with our Devotional Reading it 
would be well worthwhile to read Questions 46-54 
in the Larger Catechism, and 27-29 in the shorter. 
Philippians 2:5-11 tells about both the Humiliation 
and the Exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
told His disciples that “he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.’”’ No other stooped as low to rescue 
men from sin and hell, and no one else is as highly 
exalted as He—His name shall be above every 
other name. 


Now the cross was no “after thought” or choos- 
ing of second best, when the best could not be 
accomplished. He came into the world to suffer 
and die—to do the will of His Father, They made 
a Covenant with each other to execute the Plan of 
Redemption. 


The revealing of this Purpoes was progressive, 
for the Disciples, in common with all the Jews, 
had a very different idea about the Messiah. 
To them He was to be a Conquering Hero, lead- 
ing Israel to victory over all their foes, and 
ascending the throne of their father David. They 
overlooked the first phase of His Coming, or His 
first Coming, as a Savior from sin, to suffer and 
die, as a ransom for many, and concentrated 
their attention on His promised glorious coming 
as Ruler and Judge. Both sides of His Messianic 
work are portrayed by the prophets. If we com- 
pare the Fifty-third chapter of Isaiah with the 
Eleventh Chapter we will see this very clearly. 


They are both brought out in our Devotional 
Reading, and are called in our Catechisms His 
estate of Humiliation and Exaltation, as we have 
noticed. His Humiliation is over: it was finished 
when He was crucified, dead, and buried, and 
continued under the power of death for a season. 


He has already been exalted to the right hand 
of His Father, where He is reigning in the King- 
dom of Grace, and making intercession for us. He 
will reign some day in the Kingdom of Glory. 


“He is coming, He is coming, Not as once He came 
before, 


Wailing infant born in weakness On a lowly 
stable floor; 

But upon His cloud of glory, In the crimson 
tinted sky, 

Where we see the golden sunrise In the rosy dis 
tance lie.” 


May we pray and long for that day to come! 
Never let us forget, however, that our Lord knev 
from the beginning what He came to do: that 
the Cross was no surprise to Him. The Incarnatio 
is a profound mystery: as a man there were limi. 
tations put upon Him, but there was no doubi 
in His mind as to His Sonship, His Mission, the 


certainty of the Cross, and the meeting of that 
Cross. 


The selections for our study are taken from 
Mark 8, Luke 9, and also Matthew 16. Wha 
some incident or teaching is given to us by al 
three of the Gospel writers, we may feel sur 
that it is of supreme importance. 


The opposition to Jesus was growing throug 
the influence of the Jewish religious leaders. He 
had selected His twelve apostles and had bee 
training them. It was now time to draw out from 
them some “Confession of Faith.” What had the 


learned of Him? Had there come to them al 


clear conviction as to His Person and Work 
When they came into the coasts of Caesar 
Philippi He began His examination: 


A A Great Question, divided into two par 
First, there is a General Question: Mark 8:27-2 
Luke 9:18,19. 


This question is not asked for information, fq 
Jesus knew what was in man and needed no 0! 
to tell Him what was in their minds. It was aske 
aS sO many questions are asked in the Bible, 
make us think and form some definite i 
clusions for ourselves. 


The answer revealed the attitude of the gene 
public: John the Baptist, (This was Herod’s vie 
see Matt. 14:2), Elias, or one of the prophel 
(in Matthew 16:14 Jeremiah is mentioned). 


There follows the Personal Question: 
8:29-80; Luke 9:20-21. 


It was of the utmost importance that 9 
“Inner circle,” the band of Disciples, should hs 
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the right belief concerning His Person. So He 
asks them, “But whom say ye that I am’? A 
clear conviction of the Deity of our Lord is 
essential. Some doubt this today and want us to 
follow His teachings and way of life simply as 
one of the world’s great men. Jesus evidently 
thought that the first and most vital thing was 
His Sonship and oneness with the Father. 


If we turn to the account in Matthew, which 
surely ought to be studied in this connection, we 
see the fundamental character of this Confession. 
He calls Peter, “blessed”; He says that this truth 
was revealed to him—Peter—not by flesh and 
blood, but by His Father, and that upon “this 
rock”—this belief in Him—He would build His 
Church. There is no foundation for a Unitarian 
Church; it rests on sand. In fact, to call a Uni- 
tarian Church a Church is a misnomer, for the 
Church is built upon Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. 


So, Peter, speaking for the Disciples, makes his 
Great Answer to the Great Question. This is still 
the Great Question and the only answer which is 
acceptable to God. 


Il. A Great Sacrifice and Victory: His Suffer- 
ings, Death, and Resurrection: Mark 8:31-33; Luke 
9:22; Matthew 16:21-24. He now reveals to them 
His Atoning Death and Resurrection. This sur- 
prised and offended them, particularly Peter, (the 
offense of the Cross) and he begins to rebuke 
Jesus. The Master had to reprimand him in these 
severe words, “Get thee behind Me, Satan.” Was 
not this another temptation for Him? 


Here we have the second and third essential 
“articles of Belief,” we might well say. Paul, in 
giving the “gospel which he preached,” stresses 
these two: Christ died for our sins, and rose 
again from the dead. These were the great mes- 
Sages of the early Church. 


’ III. A Great Challenge: Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23. 
Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny 
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himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” 
Have we forgotten that the symbol of our faith 
is “not easy chair, or a feather bed,” but a cross? 


“Must Jesus bear the cross alone, and all the world 
go free? 

No, there’s a cross for everyone, and there’s a 
cross for me.” 


This challenge is more far-reaching than many 
people think. To say, “No,” to self means com- 
plete surrender, the taking of every idol from our 
hearts and letting Him reign supreme and alone. 
Cross-bearing has come to mean merely the giving 
up of some trivial desire or pleasure, or the en- 
durance of suffering or affliction, but our cross 
is something we voluntarily “take up” for the sake 
of Him Who took up His cross. David Livingstone 
was not forced to go to Africa; he took up that 
cross and carried it for Christ. To “follow Me” 
sounds easy, until one has practiced day in and 
day out: the path where He leads is often steep 
and rugged and hard to travel. 


IV. A Great Warning: Mark 8:35-38; Luke 9:24- 
26. The thought may have arisen in the minds 
of the disciples and people, this is a hard saying; 
we do not wish to accept such a challenge; we 
want to follow our own inclinations and desires; 
we want to “get something out of life.”” He warns 
them that there is only one way to save our lives 
—that a life of selfishness is a lost life. The man 
who sets out to live for self will “live in vain”; 
he will inevitably lose his life. The only way to 
save our lives is to commit them to Him. 


He then shows them that the soul—the life— 
the man himself—is worth more than anything 
else in the world, Test this for yourself: weigh 
the world; it looks big and heavy—, but if you 
weigh it correctly you will come to the same 
conclusion as Solomon—who certainly had as much 
of it as most men—‘“All is vanity.’”’ Lord Byron 
drank of every cup which this world had to offer, 
and “died of thirst, because there was no more te 
drink.” Now, weigh your soul, the life, yourself, 
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and ask the same question Jesus asked, “What 
will it profit”? And the soul, the life, is so easy 
to lose: just be ashamed of Him. 


V. The Great Unveiling: Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26- 
27. The soul and the world will be rightly valued 
in that Great Day. 





Lesson For April 10: Jesus’ 
Perean Ministry 


Scripture: Mark 10. Devotional Reading: Mark 
9:33-37. As we have seen in our preceding Lesson 
Jesus had to dispel the false conception of the 
disciples in regard to His work as the Messiah. 
They did not want a cross for Him; neither did 
they want it for themselves; they would much 
rather sit on His right hand and on His left in 
the Kingdom. It was only later that they under- 
tood the necessity for, and meaning of, the cross 
and could feel and say as Paul said, “God forbid 
that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


But there were many other lessons which they 
would need to learn if they were to be His fol- 
lowers, and some of these lessons were taught to 
them in these days in Perea, “by the farther side 
of Jordan: and the people resort unto Him again; 
and, as He was wont, He taught them again.” 


I. True Home Life: Mark 10:2-16. (1) A Ques- 
tion About Divorce. Divorce strikes at the foun- 
dation of the Home. What God hath joined to- 
gether, let no man put asunder. In America today 
about one marriage in three ends in divorce. What 
would our Savior have to say to us? 


His teaching about divorce grew out of a ques- 
tion asked by the Pharisees. “What did Moses 
command you?” When they replied that Moses 
had suffered them to write a bill of divorcement, 
He tells them that this concession on the part of 
their great law-giver was on account of their 
hardness of heart, and refers them to the be- 
—— of the Home, and the clear command of 


In the house His disciples ask Him again about 
this and He makes it clear that divorce and 
adultery go hand in hand and that there is only 
one ground for divorce (See Matthew 19:9), Our 
loose divorce laws are a disgrace to our nation. 


(2) The Place of Little Children in the Home. 
(When we think of the sad plight of children of 
divorced couples we can easily connect these two 
subjects). 


The disciples had to be taught the value of 
little children. When they brought young children 
to Him that He might touch them, the disciples 
rebuked those that brought them. Perhaps they 
thought that He did not have time to bother with 
children. He impresses two great thoughts upon 
them, and upon us: (1) that children have a big 
place both in His heart, and in the Kingdom of 
God, and (2) that unless we become as children 
we shall not enter that kingdom. We are struck 
with what He said—one of the most beautiful 
verses in the Bible, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me and forbid them not for of such is 
the kingdom of God”; and then, by what He did: 
“And He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them.” 


So He taught them about the FOUNDATION 
of the Home: one man and one woman joined in 
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holy wedlock until death parts them; and also 
about the FUTURE of the Home—the children 
whom God gives to such a union. 


II. True Riches: Verses 17-31: Two lessons about 
Wealth. (1) Earthly Possessions Are Dangerous: 
They often keep men out of the kingdom. This 
familiar story of the “Rich Young Ruler” has 
many lessons for us. In the first place, as Boreham 
says, “A man may go a long ways and not get 
there.” This man had much in his favor; he was 
rich, a ruler, a good moral man, an earnest seeker, 
not ashamed to come openly. He asked a vital 
question: “What shall I do, that I may inherit 
eternal life’? Jesus refers him to the Law, which 
should have been a schoolmaster to lead him to 
Christ, but he asserts his full observance of the 
Law. Then Jesus puts his finger on the one thing 
lacking. The young man with all his good points 
was essentially an idolater; he thought more of 
his money than he did of eternal life, or of Christ, 
or God. He must renounce his idol and put Christ 
on the throne: this he refused to do. 


There have been many good rich men: the 
Bible draws the picture of several; Job, Abraham, 
Isaac, Joseph—but these men all put God first. 
It must always be thus, or our money, be it little 
or much, will keep us out also, 


2. Spiritual Riches are Blessed and Eternal. The 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal, 


“Then Peter began to say unto Him, Lo, we 
have left all, and have followed thee’ (Matthew 
adds, “what shall we have therefore”) Jesus 
promises two things: (1) an hundred-fold more in 


this life, and (2) eternal life in the world to 
come. 


Many christians can testify to the fulfillment 
of the first promise. This passage was being read 
in a missionary’s home in Africa and one of the 
converts who had been obliged to give up a greal 
deal when he accepted Christ, was asked if this 
verse was true. He read it again and then said, 
“Not a hundred-fold, but a thousand-fold more. 
Those who have had to forsake families and lov 
ones for the cause of Christ have received far 
more than they gave up. The great family of the 
household of faith is being formed here on earth 
and the spiritual fellowship and kinship is very 
sweet. 


We do not earn salvation or eternal life, how- 
ever, by these sacrifices. Let us keep our think- 





| 
4 
) 
: 
4 
8 
f 


~ a ae 


Mar. 15, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








=—— 


ing straight. We are saved by Grace through faith 
and that is the gift of God. When we forsake all 
and follow Him we give proof of our complete 
surrender, and bring a rich blessing into our 
hearts and a full reward. Peter and John and 
Paul did not buy their way into heaven by what 
they suffered; they were, however, richly reward- 
ed. Saved by grace, and rewarded according to 
our works: “If we suffer, we shall reign.” 


III. True Greatness: 35-45 (Compare Matthew 
20:20, Luke 22:24). It was very important that 
the disciples should learn this lesson, and the 
Master takes several opportunities to teach it to 
them. The immediate occasion is the request of 
James and John—their mother seems to take the 
initiative, as we see from Matthew 20:20. They 
asked that one might sit on His right and the 
other on His left in His glory. Read and ponder 
His reply, 


This selfish request very naturally displeased 
the other disciples. The question as to which of 
them should be the greatest in the kingdom seems 
to have often been a topic of discussion with the 
Twelve, even in the solemn moments just before 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 


Jesus calls them to Him and tells them the 
nature of true greatness. Many sad pages of 
Church History would have never been written 
if these words of the Great Head of the Church 
had been remembered and heeded. When we see 
the worldly pomp and display, the self-seeking 
and “wire-pulling” and political maneuvering of 
many Church leaders of all ages we are disgusted 
beyond measure. 


True Greatness consists of Humility, Service, 
Sacrifice. Jesus is the supreme example of such 
greatness. There have been many who followed 
Him. (See Phil. 2:5-11). There will be a lot of 
surprised people in the Day of Judgment: many 
of the first will be last, and the last first. I am 
afraid that some of us who preach will have a 
lower place than some in our congregations who 
practice what we preach. 


The Church has copied the World in many re- 
spects, and has often had this wrong conception 
of real greatness. 


IV. True Vision: 46-52. The Healing of Blind 
Bartimaeus. At first sight this incident seems to be 
entirely unrelated to the preceding lessons and 
thoughts of this chapter, but perhaps the miracle 
is an illustration which fits in with the balance 
of the chapter. 


Blind Bartimaeus sat by the highway begging 
as Jesus went out of Jericho. He began to cry 
aloud, “Thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
Jesus asks him the question, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? The blind man said, “Lord, 
that I might receive my sight.” He was healed and 
followed Jesus in the way, 


Can we not draw a very practical lesson from 
this miracle? Which is worse, physical, or spiritual, 
lindness? Which is more important; to have our 
eyesight restored, or to have the vision to under- 
stand and apply spiritual truths. 


Jesus had just been teaching some most im- 
portant lessons about the Home, True Riches, True 
Teatness. Had the Disciples caught the vision, or 
did they need to pray the prayer of blind Barti- 
Maeus? How about ourselves? Are we building? 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For April 
Apr. 3: Be Strong In The Lord 


Call to Worship: Read Psalm 27:1-4 and 13-14. 

Opening Hymn: ‘‘Rise Up O Men Of God.” 

Evening Prayer: Have some one appointed to lead 
this prayer, thanking God for the blessings of 
the past year, asking for guidance during the 
coming year. Pray for light to see the truth and 
for strength to follow it. 

Hymn: The Son of God Goes Forth to War. 

Introduction by the Leader: 

Every religion in the world recognizes that cer- 
tain things are good for men and ought to be done 
and that certain things are bad and ought not to 
be done, But the followers of every religion in the 
world also bear witness with Paul that when they 
know to do good the desire to do evil is present 
within them, and when they want to do good they 
don’t have the strength and when they want to 
avoid evil they don’t have the power. What the 
world needs is something or some one who can 
give men the strength to do the right as God 
reveals the right. 

Christianity has a twofold message to the world 
that knows this experience of defeat. The Chris- 
tian message declares that there is an Adversary 
of the souls of men, a rebellious spiritual being; 
who is going about at all times seeking to defeat 
men and lead them captive of evil. Thus this moral 
struggle is basically a spiritual struggle that must 
be fought and won in the realm of the spirit. Then 
the Christian message goes on one step farther 
and tells us that we can not win in our own 
strength alone, but by the power of the living 
Christ in our hearts we can find the strength 
to win. 

This new church year our theme shall be “Be 
strong in the Lord.’ In these programs of the 
year we shall seek to find how we can use God’s 
power to meet all the demands and needs of life 
about us. But first we must understand how we 
can be strong in the Lord. Let us turn to the 
Word of God. 

Scripture Lesson: Read Ephesians 6:10-17. 

Talk No. 1: What About My Body? 

If I am to truly serve God I must be ready 
and able to throw my whole body into the war- 
fare and I must be protected from those things 
that would hinder and destroy my effectiveness. 
Paul says “Having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 
(Verse 14) In the Old Testament the “loins” re- 
ferred to the seat of a man’s strength. And of 
course the breast covered those vital organs of 
the lungs and heart. If I truly let Christ come into 
my heart I have Him who is Truth itself as the 
strength of my life and as I set my affections on 
Him and hunger and thrist after righteousness I 
have a breastplate that will ward off the evils 
that can defeat me, 

Talk No. 2: What About My Feet; 

The little song runs “Little feet be careful, 
where you take me to. Anything for Jesus, only 
let me do.” Our feet take us either into the 
paths of sin or into the paths of service. Paul 
says “And your feet shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace.” (Verse 15) Read Romans 
10:15 and we see the picture. Shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of peace means to be 


prepared and ready to go anywhere and every- 
where with a ringing testimony and Gospel in- 
vitation. We are not to go simply through the 
church and invite people to the church. But ready 
to go with a personal Gospel message. 
Talk No. 3: What About My Hands? 

As I go with a Gospel message to fight the 
spiritual warfare I shall be the target of Satan’s 
opposition. How shall I be protected? “Above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked 
one.” (Verse 16) We can not defeat the enemy 
in our own strength nor protect ourselves. But 
if we have a firm faith in God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we shall be able to ward off 
every temptation and discouragement, sin and com- 
promise that may come. 

Talk No. 4: What About My Head? 

Goliath was a lot bigger and a lot more able 
than David in many, many ways, but when the 
little stone from David’s sling entered Goliath’s 
head he was gone. Once an idea enters our heads 
all of our old ways of thinking and acting may 
be changed, Once we let Christ, who is our sal- 
vation, come in our whole outlook of life is 
changed. When we have the helmet of salvation 
we have a new outlook, and we are protected from 
all the ideas of error and the winds of doctrine 
that are bombarding us these days from all sides. 
Talk No. 5: What About My Mouth? 

In most every area of life those who can, do; 
those who can’t, chin. All too many of us can 
talk a good life when we can’t live it. But in the 
Christian life we have something to speak that 
is completely different from any other words that 
can be spoken. We have the Word of God which 
is living and powerful and sharper than any two- 
edged sword. When we take the sword of the 
Spirit (Verse 17) and testify and teach that living 
Word God blesses that Word with the power to 
change minds, hearts, lives, society, and the world 
itself. Our offensive weapon is the living Word 
of God. 

Leader’s Summary: 

In Romans 13:14 Paul says, “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.” If we will truly 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts by 
faith the living Christ will come to dwell in our 
hearts. We are then in the great warfare, but we 
do not stand alone and fight in our own strength. 
Christ is the strength for our battle. Christ is the 
object of our affections. Christ directs our paths. 
Christ protects us from all harm. Christ is our 
mind. Christ is the incarnate Word of whom we 
testify in the living Word written, Thus our vic- 
tory is assured when we can say with Paul, “For 
me to live is Christ.” 

Application Talk: 

Some one here might use the theme picture 
“And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter,” 
and from it use the story of the life of Peter to 
show how Christ took a weak man and kept work- 
ing with him until he was strong in the Lord. 
Hymn: “Lead On O King Eternal.” 

Benediction. 


Apr. 10: All Roads Lead To Roam 


Call to Worship: Psalm 84:1-3. » 
Opening Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord. 
Scripture Lesson: Psalms 121 and 122. 
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Evening Prayer: Appoint some ‘one ahead of time. 
Have them posted to pray for the students away 
at school or for the church back home, de- 
pending on which group predominates in your 

oup. 

aon: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Leader's Introduction: 

All of us are familiar with conventions and how 
men who are away from home tend to let go and 
do things that they would never do at home where 
they are known. A lot of us who go off to school 
seem to have the same tendency and we begin 
to let go some of the things that were a part of 
our life back home. Too often church is the first 
casualty. 

But you reply that it does not make much dif- 
ference whether you go or not. You can live a 
good Christian life alright without going and you 
will begin when you go back home or get out of 
school. I wonder where you and I would be today 
if Lydia had taken that attitude. Who is Lydia 
and what did she do? Let’s read about her. 
Scripture for Study: Acts 16:6-15. 


Talk No. 1: Ready-Made Excuses. 

When Paul came to Philippi he wanted to go to 
church that first Sabbeth so he asked around to 
see where the Jews met for worship. He heard 
of a place where prayer was supposed to be made. 
Some women had gathered for prayer and among 
them was Lydia. (Acts 16:13-14). We think noth- 
ing of this and yet as we think it over we are 
surprised that she was there because she had a 
whole flock of ready-made excuses any one of 
which would be sufficient to keep folks home to- 
day. Lydia was a stranger in town, her home was 
at Thyatira, and she did not know any of the folks 
that met there for prayer. She was a busy woman, 
for she was engaged in the dye business, and every 
one who wanted to dye anything any color wanted 
to have dye from Thyatira because it was the best. 
She was a woman, and women did not mix in easy 
with the men folks in those days so she could 
easily have felt that she was not welcome. And 
Lydia was on that sub-Christian fringe of folks, 
she knew there was a God and knew she ought 
to worship Him but she had not yet met Christ 
and found the fullness of worship that comes to a 
born again son of God. Any one of these Lydia 
could have used as an excuse for staying home 
that day. 

Talk No. 2: God-Made Conversion. 

But Lydia was in church that morning and the 
great Apostle to the Gentiles was a visitor and 
preached the sermon that morning. Lydia gave 
attention and the Spirit of the living God used the 
Sermon to open her heart to her need of Christ, 
to show her that Christ could save, and to lead 
her to accept Him by faith as Savior and Lord. 
she was born again and became a new creature 
in Christ. What if Lydia had not gone where 
Prayer was supposed to be made that morning? 
She might have been lost forever, she might have 
hever found Christ. You and I never know how our 
lives may be transformed when we place our- 
selves under the true preaching of the Word, give 
attention to it, and trust God to use it. ' 
Talk No. 3: World Changing Results. 

When Lydia believed she took an open stand 
with the people of God by confessing her faith 
publically and being baptized, she began to serve 
by taking the church into her home, and she 
carried out a courageous fellowship by working 
With the church even in the face of persecution. 
Ut the point of it all is this: when Paul went 
to Philippi he crossed to European soil for the 


first time. Because his message was received at 
Philippi there was a church there from which 
Christianity has spread throughout western civili- 
zation. And the first convert of this church was 
Lydia. What if Lydia had stayed at home that 
morning? Where would you and I be? 

Leader’s Summary: 


Because Lydia went to church even though she 


could have made excuses she was saved and Christ 
has gone to all of our western world. No wonder 
God says, “Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together as the custom of some is.” (Heb. 


10:25). When we assemble we find Christ and 


Christ finds us and we and the world are different 


forever after. Can we dare roam, even while off 
to college? 


Application Talk: 


Here something needs to be added, about student 


centers, student workers, affiliate memberships 
and so on, according to the needs of the group. 
Hymn: “Blest Be The Tie That Binds.” 


Benediction. 
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| Woman’s Work 





Springtime 
By Lurena G. Wallace 


Princeton, N. J. 


By the hospital I saw the gold forsythia 

And the pink and lacy cherry tree in bloom, 

But I knew before the Spring had reached fruition, 

My younger brother would be in the tomb. 

He was handsome, tall and strong and very vital, 

With raven hair and youthful form and face, 

And our hearts were throbbing with great pain and 
sorrow 

That he must go and leave a vacant place. 

And I said: “It seems so sad in all this flowering, 

With woods and fields and gardens blossoming, 

That he must leave a world of radiant beauty, 

When nature is renewing life in Spring.” 

But his wife so quietly said: “I’m glad it’s Spring- 
time, 

When this earth is very bright and very fair, 

For it makes me think of those far greater glories, 

That he will see when he awakes up There, 

In that Country where the flowers never wither, 

Where Jesus Christ Himself is all its Light.” 

a I gently pressed her hand for I was speech- 
ess, 


But in my heart I knew that she was right. 





Evangelism Through The Women 
Of The Church 


A Presbyterian elder was asked this question 
by a deacon in the Church of God. “Does your 
church have any women evangelists?” The wise 
elder, thinking in terms of the Program of 
Progress, replied, “Yes, all the women of our 
church are evangelists.’”’ Our church is moving 
forward in the great program of world evangelism 
and the effectiveness of the most important phase 
of Christian service depends on the united effort 
of every member. 


The women of the church have given wonderful 
service in all fields of evangelism. They have 
served on cammittees to solicit prospective mem- 
bers and made up “home visiting teams.” They 
have served lunches and dinners to the men who 
have gone out in visitation evangelism. They have 
prayed earnestly and faithfully for the lost. They 
have grown spiritually in proportion to their 
evangelistic efforts. But many of our women have 
not known the joy of the personal touch in soul 
winning. Many have felt they could not speak or 
act directly. If you have not found some way to 
become personally involved in the most joyous 
experience any Christian can know, please let 
these testimonies awaken and challenge you to 
become a soul winner. 


“T was an indifferent church member, but 
today I am a happy serving Christian. Seven 
other women in my community have had the 
same experience this year because of our 
circle chairman. She is a mother of two small 
children and does all her housework, but she 
finds time each day to make some personal 
contact for Christ. She holds Him up and He 
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draws the lonely, the inactive, and the lost 
to Him.” 


“After a fire destroyed all we had, I lived 
in a 5 feet by 10 feet trailer with my semi- 
invalid husband and three small children. We 
were often hungry for the relief check was 
very small, A group of Christians from the 
Tabernacle built a 15 feet by 18 feet room on 
to the trailer. They bought food, furniture and 
clothing. They arranged Miners Welfare for 
my husband, but more blessed than all the 
material aid, they brought us Jesus. My hus- 
band and I are both Christians now and we 
have a weekly prayer meeting in our one 
room. There is no church in the community 
and often 20 to 30 people come. Five have 
been saved.” 


“T ‘was lonely and ill in a hospital bed. A 
neighbor woman sent me a card and a gospel 
tract. The message took root in my heart and 
I am now a Christian.” 


“T was in prison and a Christian woman 
held a service. I can’t remember what she 
said but she sat down by me and touched my 
hand. I am now a Christian because of that 
touch.” 


“T am rejoicing in Christ because of my 
telephone. A neighbor kept calling and invit- 
ing and inviting me to church. A strange 
warmth entered my heart each time she called. 

I learned later that she never called a person 
without praying.” 
God sent Ananias to Paul and Peter to Cornelius. 
Won’t you let Him send you to answer a call? 
Every Christian woman should be a soul winner. 
Are you one? 
Mrs. George C. Bowman. 





Fruits Of The Work Of The Bible Institute 


Maria Jose Souza 


The North American missionaries, seeing the 
great need in Brazil for girls prepared to help in 
the various activities of the churches and in the 
schools, decided to found an institution which 
would help in the preparation of evangelical girls 
for the great work of winning souls for Christ. 
In the beginning, as is natural, they met with many 
difficulties and problems, but finally in 1945 they 
saw their desire realized with the opening of the 
School for Christian Workers, today the Bible 
Institute of the North. The Institute from 1945 
until the present time is functioning in the Agnes 
Erskine School in Recife. 


The course of studies that the Institute offers 
is based principally on the Bible. The students 
study all the books of the Bible and other courses 
such as: Doctrine, Psychology, Pedagogy, Music, 
Hygiene, Church History, Personal Evangelism, 
and the various activities of the church—Young 
People’s Work, Auxiliary Work, Sunday School 


Methods, Methods in the Vacation Church School, 
ete. 


At the end of the first year of the Institute its 
pupils directed with marvelous results many Va 


Mar. 15, 1949 


cation Church Schools. Hundreds of children thus 
heard the story of Jesus for the first time. 


In 1946 because of lack of space in the Agnes 
Erskine School, the Board of the Institute could 
not accept any new pupils. In 1947 six girls were 
accepted. At the end of the same year the Insti- 
tute was full of joy and satisfaction because in 
the month of November the first class graduated, 
ready to work in the field of the Master. Six 
girls received their diplomas, These six are now 
actively at work. The Brazilian Church is seeing 
the results of their efforts and many are feeling 
the need of other girls prepared for the work 
of Christ. Everybody is seeing how glorious this 
work is and how many blessings it brings. 


In 1948 three girls will receive their diplomas. 
They already have calls to work in needy places, 
and like the others who are already serving, they 
will go out to do a fine work for the extension 
of the Kingdom of God in Brazil. We Brazilians 
who are evangelicals know the great need our 
people have to learn of the love of Jesus Christ. 


I am very happy to be able to give the friends 
in the United States this little information about 
our beloved Institute. I accepted with great pleas- 
ure Miss Taylor’s invitation to write something 
about such a worthy cause. Now I wish to add my 
plea that our sisters in Christ in that great na- 
tion—the United States—aid us in carrying on this 
work which does not belong to man but to God. 
We are counting on your cooperation. 


NOTE: The Bible Institute of the North will 
be the recipient of a large portion of the 1949 
Birthday Gift, of the women of Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Of the first $115,000 of that gift 
$40,000 is to be given to the Institute. 





“Thanks” For The 1949 Birthday 
Objective Of The Women 
Of The Church 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
has learned with great interest and appreciation 
of the decision of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work to devote the major part of its 1949 Birth- 
day Gift to the development and strengthening 
of our work in Brazil. Specifically, the allocation 
of $40,000 for the construction of a_ building 
for the new Bible Institute in North Brazil, of 
$25,000 for the Seminary of the North at Recife, 
of $10,000 for a missionary residence at Fortaleza 
In the State of Ceara, $10,000 for O Puritano 
and $5,000 for the development of the Young 
People’s Work of the Presbyterian Church in 
Brazil, and the decision to employ all that may 
be contributed over $115,000 for projects in the 
list of askings of the Brazil Missions through the 
Program of Progress, have been received by the 
Foreign Mission Committee with thanksgiving and 
Joy. 


The timeliness of these selections from the 
standpoint of the work in Brazil could hardly be 
overstated. As is now generally known, the growth 
and development of the Protestant Church in that 
country at the present time is almost phenomenal. 
Groups of believers are springing up all over 
the country. Indeed, the growth of the Church 
8 running ahead of the capacity of our semi- 
nares and training schools to supply the essential 
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“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 














leadership for new congregations. Hence, the 
strengthening of such training centers as the 
Seminary of the North and the Bible Institute 
serves to supply one of the most vital needs of 
our work in this day. As in the past, the Woman’s 
Work Committee has, with fine discernment, hit 
upon the most strategie projects in all our pro- 
gram of advance. 





A Thanksgiving Message 


The year has not been easy but it has taught 
vital personal truths through a long and serious 
and painful illness. One of these truths was re- 
vealed in a little verse by Christian Rossetti: 


“I wanted to go, God made me stay; 

I wanted to work, God made me rest; 

He broke my will from day to day 

He read my yearnings unexpressed 
And said them ‘Nay!’ ” 


This expresses my present situation better than 
I could tell it; every activity, one by one, ex- 
cept the ministry of prayer, has been taken from 
me, 


Another truth that I am experiencing is in the 
90th Psalm and the 10th verse, “The days of our 
years are threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet 
is their strength labour and sorrow .. .” 


Even so! ... I have learned another truth, 
most precious, and that is—that nothing on this 
earth, nothing that life does to us, not even 
threatened blindness, can separate us from the 
Living Presence of our Heavenly Father:—that 
Jesus the Saviour understands human weaknesses 
and sufferings:—and that the Holy Spirit, the 
— Comforter, abides in the soul continu- 
ously. 


All Is Well! 

I am sure that prayer has been a large factor 
in keeping His Peace, that passeth all under- 
standing, within my soul, and making it possible 
for my heart to be filled with joy and praise 
and worship and thanksgiving. 

—May Dixon Thacker. 
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Our First Letter From 
Communist-occupied Taichow 


(Post-marked 18-2-49, Shanghai) (AIR- 
LETTER). (At present in Taichow: Rev. and 
Mrs. R. P. Richardson, Dr. H. S. Nelson). (Re- 
ceived by Mrs. H. T. Bridgman in Montreat, N. 
C., Feb, 21, 1949). 

Taichow, Ku., China, 
Feb. 5, 1949. 


Yours was among the last mail we received be- 
fore the turnover, (This took place Jan. 22, in 
news from other sources. H.T.B.) when all mail 
has stopped coming and going. However, we are 
continuing to write, for when we hear of some- 
one slipping out, then we have a letter ready. 
Two days ago the Post Office announced they 
were taking mail for Shanghai. Today, after 
Henry getting his letters in, the P.O. says the ar- 
rangement for mail hasn’t been completed yet! 
The news over the radio and the grapevine some- 
times indicates possibility of peace or coalition, 
then it doesn’t. Well, this is “it”? and we are 
agreeably surprised. The new _ regime is well 
ordered, and the populace are receiving it calmly, 
hoping for the best, The soldiers are well-dis- 
ciplined. Many have come in to have a looksee at 
us, and have been so polite. They are mostly 
country fellows, well trained and indoctrinated. 
The officials are strict, Spartan, but not highly 
educated. They have posted placards assuring pro- 
tection to foreigners and announced freedom of 
religion. They have urged us to carry on, been 
courteous. The Christians are showing a fine 
spirit, and this week all are busy holding evangel- 
istic meetings each day at church and chapel. 
There have been crowds, all attentive, and many 
have signed cards. It is most encouraging, and 
all is going well, so far. We pray it will continue, 
and know you will too. The hospital is picking 
up as people from Yencheng, etc. can now come 
in. We are all “liberated”! The hardest thing is 
getting no mail from our kids. 


*Henry got the cable about the baby, (States 
Lee born Jan. 14 in Nashville—H.T.B.) but letters 
about it have not come through, It is harder on 
him not to get mail. He is progressing fine, doing 
many difficult operations, and the Chinese like 
him a lot. We still need a Chinese doctor, tho 
Dr. Choh is here as in the beginning. 


Write us again, care AMT (Associated Mission 
Treasurers, 169 Yuan Ming Yuan Road, Shanghai 
— and we will get it, as we plan to send 

own. 


(Signed) 
Agnes (Mrs. R. P. Richardson). 


*Henry—Dr. Henry S. Nelson; his wife in De- 
cember flew from Birmingham to his home in 
— Tenn., is now at her home in Bethania, 


Sent by H, T. Bridgman, Montreat, N. C., 
Feb. 21, 1949. 





Messages From Students Of The 
Bible Institute Of The North 


The Bible Institute is a school whose purpose 
is to prepare girls to work in the great harvest 
field of our Master. 
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It is composed of excellent teachers who teach 
us with great efficiency, desiring that we really 
prepare ourselves well for such a glorious work, 


This year there are only twelve students but 
they come from six different states, 


The only difficulty that exists at present is the 
lack of a building. The Institute is functioning in 
one of the buildings of the Agnes Erskine School, 
a building which is greatly needed by the Agnes, 
Also, there are in our churches many girls who de- 
sire to take the Bible course, but our directress 
— accept them all because the building is very 
small. 


We hope to receive generous offerings from our 
friends, for thus our problem will be solved. God 
will reward all those who send some offering 
for our Institute, for “God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” —Gizeth Lira de Barros. 

* 2% * 


The Bible Institute of the North is a school 
which prepares girls for Christian service. It is a 
school from which girls go out well prepared for 
the work of the church, especially in evangeliza- 
tion. 


Here in Brazil there is a great need of full- 
time workers. The founding of the Institute here 
in the north has helped a great deal, because it 
is almost impossible for girls who live in this sec- 
tion to go a thousand miles south for study. 


Here we feel the love and care of our teach- 
ers and directress. They are tireless and do every- 
thing to help us. 


There is, however, one great difficulty. We do 
not have a building of our own. The Institute 
is functioning in a building of the Agnes Erskine 
School. We do not have adequate class rooms. 
Most of our classes meet in the treasurer’s office. 
We do not have an auditorium where we can 
have our meetings and festivals, but must ask 
permission for the use of the Agnes Erskine audi- 
torium which is already constantly in demand, 
or go to the Seminary which is also very small. 


The Institute can accept only a very limited 
number of students, six new ones each year, be- 
cause we have only one dormitory room. 


Even thus, great have been the blessings which 
we have received this year. 
—Iva Carvalho Gomes. 
* oe * 


The Bible Institute of the North is an evangeli- 
cal school where Christian girls are prepared to 
carry forward missionary work in Brazil; for our 


country is little evangelized, especially in the in- 
terior. 


The Institute has helped very much in the work 
of evangelization in North Brazil, sending the 
greater part of its students to work in the most 
needy places. During the holidays the girls con 
duct Vacation Church Schools in the far interior, 
helping to evangelize and at the same time gaining 
practical experience. 


This missionary work being of great value and 
necessity in our country, it is necessary that our 
Institute have a building of its own and adequate 
space so that it can receive the many girls who 
wish to study.-This year the Institute had to Te 
fuse many candidates because of lack of space. 
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The Bible Institute has meant much in my life, 
poth through the teachings we have received and 
through the zeal and care that our directress and 
our teachers have given us. We ardently desire to 
ge the progress and development of our school 
here in Brazil. The cooperation of our friends 
in North America will be a great inspiration to us. 


—Maria Laura Lins. 





ONE GREAT HOUR 


Christian Churches Unite 
For World Relief 


In an unprecedented demonstration of Christian 
cooperation, over 75,000 churches across the coun- 
try—representing nearly every major Christian 
denomination—have joined in a _ program to 
strengthen and rebuild the physical and spiritual 
life of the suffering people in Europe and Asia. 


This one great effort for one great cause will 
culminate during the hour between ten and eleven 
on Saturday night, March 26th (EST), when the 
program—One Great Hour—will be broadcast for 
America’s churches over virtually every major 
radio station in the country. 


One Great Hour, which is being written under 
the direction of the great playwright, Robert Sher- 
wood, will dramatize the work being done through 
America’s churches in Europe and Asia. It will 
make real the desperate need of these people not 
only for material aid—for food and clothing that 
will give them strength to build a new physical 
world—but also, and most important, it will make 
real their great hunger for the Christian faith that 
will give them strength and hope to rebuild their 
spiritual world. 


One Great Hour will close with an appeal from 
the churches of America to the people of America 
to go to church the next day, Sunday, March 27, 
and make there a truly sacrificial gift which will 
be received in the name of Christ for all hu- 
manity. 


It is believed that this great inter-faith radio 
program will reach an audience of over 50,- 
000,000 people, It is hoped that contributions on 
this one Sunday, March 27, will provide a large 
part of the funds necessary for the work of the 
many churches overseas during 1949. Participat- 
ing churches will allot their portion of the con- 
tribution in different ways, but the money will be 
used for all of the following things: for material 
aid, food and medicine and clothing, where it is 
most urgently needed; for physical reconstruction 
of churches and schools; for medical centers and 
hospitals; for recreation centers and centers of 
information and education; for Christian youth 
programs; for rebuilding seminaries and furnish- 
Ing teachers and supplies for training religious 
leaders; for establishing and maintaining orphan- 
ages and old peoples homes; for aiding in the 
Permanent settlement of Displaced Persons. 


The magnitude of this cause has enlisted the co- 
operation of many of America’s greatest leaders. 
e Sponsoring Committee of One Great Hour in- 
tludes the names of The Hon. Lewis Douglas, 
Ambassador to Great Britain; Harvey S. Fire- 
stone, Jr., President of the Firestone Tire and 


Rubber Company; A. S. Goss, Master of the 
National Grange; William Green, President of the 
American Federation of Labor; Eric Johnston, 
President of the Motion Picture Producers Asso- 
ciation of America, Inc.; Harold E. Stassen, Presi- 
dent of the University of Pennsylvania; Thomas J. 
Watson, President of International Business Ma- 
chine Corporation; Charles E. Wilson, President 
of General Electric Company; Spyros Skouras, 
President of Twentieth-Century Fox Film Corpo- 
ration and many others. 


Already pastoral leaders in 60,000 churches of 
all denominations have received promotional ma- 
terials to prepare their congregations for One 
Great Hour. Leaders of the various denominations 
in each community have chosen one representative 
to coordinate community activities. The National 
Director of One Great Hour is Robert D. Jordan 
+ gg a at 214 East 21st St., New York City 
5G, 20, Ws 


—Church World Service Bulletin. 


Church News 


Roselane Presbyterian Church 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

















Rev. John D. Henderson, evangelist, of Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., has supplied the Roselane Church 
for the months of January and February. A fine 
spirit of co-operation has been shown by the peo- 
ple of the Church. The attendance has been large 
at all services. Many of Mr, Henderson’s former 
friends of Spartanburg came to hear him preach. 
He conducted two evangelistic meetings in the 
Church while Rev. Warren F. Thuston was pastor. 


The prayers of the Church will follow Mr. 
Henderson in his evangelistic work. He has an- 
nounced the following schedule for meetings: 
March 8-20, in the Lafayette Church, Norfolk, 
Va.; March 27 to April 10, Second Church, Bur- 
lington, N. C.; April 17-24, First Church, Darling- 
ton, S. C.; May 1-8, Saluda Church, Saluda, N. 
C.; May 15-29, First Church, Newton, Miss. 


J. C. Jones, Clerk of Session. 





Rev. Wm. B. McIlwaine, D.D. 


The Rev. William Beauregard McIlwaine, D.D., 
of Heath Springs S. C., died at the Lancaster Hos- 
pital January 23, 1949, after a short illness. Al- 
though in declining health, he was unusually ac- 
tive until taken with this last sickness. He was 
born in Cedar Creek Township, Lancaster County, 
South Carolina, April 17, 1862. His parents were 
Andrew and Susan Caston McIlwaine. He married 
Harriet Meade Jones of Brunswick County, Vir- 
ginia, January 1, 1891. She with their five sons, 
- daughter and fourteen grandchildren survive 

im. 


Thomas J. McIlwaine, the eldest son, is District 
Superintendent of Schools at Farmville, Va., Wil- 
liam A. McIlwaine is a missionary of our Church, 
located in Kobe, Japan, Mrs. Margaret Degges 
lives in Heath Springs, S. C., Robert R. McIlwaine 
is in Panama with the Geodetic Survey of the U. 
S. Government, Chalmers M. S. McIlwaine is a 
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teacher in the McCallie Schoel, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
and R. Heber McIlwaine is a missionary of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, now working with 
the Canadian Presbyterian Mission in Formosa. 


Dr. McIlwaine was graduated from Davidson 
College in 1884 with the A. B. degree, received 
the M. A. degree in 1888 from the College of New 
Jersey and was a graduate of Princeton Theological 
Seminary in the Class of 1889. He was licensed 
and ordained by Bethel Presbytery in 1889, and 
sailed as a missionary for Japan the same year. 
During his 43 years of service as a missionary, 
until his retirement in 1932, he lived in the city 
of Kochi, carrying on work in the city and in the 
surrounding country. After his retirement from 
the mission field he lived at Heath Springs, S. 
C., and served as supply pastor for the church 
there at various times. 


In his life and work in Japan and after his 
return to America two characteristics were always 
outstanding: First, for him to know that anything 
was right was to do it, and to know that it was 
wrong was to refrain from it, regardless of what 
the consequences might seem to be, or what oth- 
ers might think of the wisdom of such complete 
fidelity. He truly had but one rule of faith and 
practice, the Word of God. As a result he was al- 
ways laboring to lead everyone he possibly could 
to Christ, and to strengthen the faith of God’s 
people. A fellow missionary has written: “When 
I traveled with Dr, McIlwaine once from Kochi 
to Takamatsu I saw the greatest worker for win- 
ning souls I’ve known in Japan.” One who 
was with him during the last days wrote, “Even 
when he was half-conscious we could catch words 
of prayer-always the petition repeated often that 
others might know the Lord Jesus Christ. He never 
retired. In his Bible Psalm 92:14 is marked, ‘They 
shall still bring forth fruit in old age.’ Surely the 
trumpets sounded for him on the other side!” 





Mrs. Rachel Peck Fulton 


Mrs. Rachel Peck Fulton, 85, former missionary 
to Japan, died on Saturday, February 19, at the 
home of her son, Rev. C. Darby Fulton in Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Mrs. Fulton and her husband were 
among the first missionary couples of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., to Japan, and following Dr. 
Fulton’s death eleven years ago Mrs. Fulton came 
to Nashville to live. Dr. C, Darby Fulton is 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and at present Mod- 
erator of the Church. 


A sketch of Mrs. Fulton’s life and work will be 
published in a later edition of this paper. 
—D. J. Cumming. 





St. John’s Presbytery 


The Presbytery of St. Johns met in called 
session in Orlando, February 24, 1949, in the 
Park Lake Presbyterian Church. There were 
twenty ministers and nine ruling elders present. 
Dr. M. C. Dendy acted as moderator. Rev. A. G 
McInnis was received from Savannah Presbytery 
and the Commission was appointed to install him 
as pastor of the Church at Sanford, February 27th, 
Rev. W. H. Pos was received from the Presby- 
tery of Brazos and the Commission was appointed 
to install him as pastor of the Church at Haines 
City. The pastoral relations between Rev. M. G. 
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Lyerly and the Presbyterian Church at Brooksville 
was dissolved in order that Rev. Lyerly may a. 
cept a call to the Presbyterian Church at Apopka 
A Commission to install him will be appointed 9 
the Spring Meeting of Presbytery. 


x x * 


A new Church was organized on the south side 
of St. Petersburg, Fla., February 6th with 68 
members. The name of the new Church is Lake. 
view Presbyterian Church and the minister js 
Rev. W. D. Kramer, who has been assistant Pastor 
to the First Church during the past year, and with 
the assistance of Rev. Alton Glasure, Pastor of the 
First Church, this new Church has been brought 
to an organization. On Sunday afternoon, Febru. 
ary 20, this new Church held a ground-breaking 
for the first unit of their building with quite a 
large crowd present. The present plans call for a 
structure that will cost about $30,000 and will 
furnish facilities for between 250 and 300 people. 


* * * 


The Grace Covenant Church of Orlando, which 
has been sponsored by the First Presbyterian 
Church and served by the Rev. Jack Powell, As 
sistant Pastor to the First Church, has outgrown 
their temporary building. A new building is being 
constructed that will accommodate a congregation 
of about two hundred. The cornerstone was laid 
Sunday afternoon, February 27, 1949. They had 
preaching services in the morning, dinner on the 
ground and the cornerstone laying exercises at 
2:00 o’clock in the afternoon. 

A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 





Southwest Georgia News Letter 

The First Church, Albany, Ga., celebrated with 
simple ceremonies their one hundredth anniversary 
of organization, on February 27, Organized in 
1849, the Albany Church has been the church- 
home of many important leaders in the state. But 
there was also a sad note. Dr. Leroy G. Hender- 
son, former pastor, died at his farm near Ameri- 
cus on February 18. Dr. Henderson served as 
pastor of the Albany Church for 25 years before 
retiring in 1945, and was one of the most beloved 
citizens of the community. According to an AP 
dispatch, Dr. Henderson served the following 
churches: Americus, Ga.; Fifth Avenue, Knox- 
ville, Tenn.; Griffin, Ga., and Albany. He was 
also serving as Stated Supply at Dawson and Cor- 
dele at the time of his death. He served as Mod- 
erator of the Synod of Georgia, and was recently 
honored by the dedication of Henderson Chapel 
in East Albany. 


The Presbytery’s Young People’s Council met 
in Albany on Feb. 18-19. 


Rev. R. L. Torrence, of the Cuthbert Church, 
has received a call to the First Church, Savannah. 


Rev. Charles Robinson, pastor of Cairo, recent 
ly resigned to accept a Church in Texas. He will 
take up his new Church soon. ‘ 


The Albany Church recently participated in 4 
city-wide census, sponsored by the Ministers’ Asso 
ciation. They will 
and Jewish Churches of Albany at the Annual 
Christian Youth Service. Young people from 
participating Churches will take part. 


The Life Service Band of the Presbytery, made 
up of young people who plan to devote thei! 
lives to full time service, will hold its retreat 
Bainbridge on March 12-13. 


also be host to the Protestant, 
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The pastor at Sylvester, Rev. W. C. Smith, 
recently underwent an operation, but is now on the 
road to recovery, During his sickness, the Sylvester 
Church was supplied by Rev. E. L. Barber, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Presbytery. 


Plans for the new Educational Building at Climax 
have been formulated. The new building, Me- 
morial Hall, is being given by Mrs. Helen Trulock 
in memory of his father. The Climax Church has 
made much progress under the new pastor, Rev. 
Robert Morrison. 


The Attapulgus Church has been re-opened after 
being closed for several years, due to the labors 
of Mrs. J. J. Kane and Mrs. C. E. Duke, It will be 
supplied by Rev. Morrison, of the Climax Church. 





The Presbyterian Hour 


Following its policy of presenting from time to 
time the voices of younger ministers of the Church. 
The Presbyterian Hour will have as its next speak- 
er for March 20th the Reverend Kenneth G. Phifer 
of Rock Hill, S. C. Mr. Phifer is a native of Ten- 
nessee, was educated at Center College and Louis- 
vile Presbyterian Seminary, and did graduate 
work at Vanderbilt University. He started his min- 
istry in the Presbyterian Church of Franklin, 
Tenn., from which field he moved to his present 
pastorate, 


Mr. Phifer is active in the work of the Presby- 
tery and Synod, having served on committees for 
Woman’s Work, Young People’s Work, Home 
Missions and Evangelism. His topic on The Pres- 
byterian Hour will be: “Time For Decision For 
The Church Of Christ.” 





The Presbyterian Hour 


The last speaker in the mid-winter series of 
the Presbyterian Hour, March 27, will be the Rev. 
Paul Tudor Jones, Jr. Mr. Jones is a native of 
Mississippi. He received his undergraduate train- 
ing at Southwestern College in Memphis, Tenn., 
and took his theology work at Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary in Louisville, Ky. He did graduate 
work at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, N. Y. 


Mr. Jones started his ministry in Lexington, 
Miss. From there he went to Liberty, Mo., and 
back again to Mississippi at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Greenville, from which Church he moved 
to his present pastorate in High Point, N. C. 


His topic on The Presbyterian Hour broadcast 
will be: “Time For Decision For Christian Testi- 
mony.” 





Presbytery Of St. John’s 


_ The Presbytery of St. John’s in called meeting 
in Plant City, December 30, 1948, transacted the 
following business: 


Dissolved the Pastoral Relations between Rev. 
Melrose S. Avery, D.D., and the Church at Key 
West, and Rev. Luther Price and the Church at 
Sebring. Dismissed Rev. Price to the Presbytery 
of Montgomery so that he might accept a call to 
the Northminster Church of Roanoke, Virginia. 
Received the Reverend C. P. Johnston, D.D., from 
the Presbytery of Holston and appointed Commis- 
‘ions to install Rev. Hugh Powell, formerly 
Regional Director of Religious Education of the 
Synod of Florida, as pastor of the Oakland Church 


and Dr. C. P. Johnston as pastor of the Church 
at Dunedin. 


Received under the care of Presbytery as Candi- 
dates for the Gospel Ministry, Harold L. Thomas, 
of the Riviera Presbyterian Church; Daniel P. Mc- 
Geachy, III; and Robert C. Nodine, of the Peace 
Memorial Presbyterian Church; and Robert E. 
Kribbs, of the Park Lake Presbyterian Church. 
Received a petiton signed by sixty-eight persons 
requesting Presbytery to organize a new Church 
in the southern part of St. Petersburg. A Commis- 
sion was appointed to organize this Church under 
a of Rev. W. D. Kramer, February 





Williamsburg Church 


Kingstree, S. C.: On Sunday morning January 
9, Rev. Hayes Clark was installed as Pastor, by 
a Commission of Harmony Presbytery, composed 
of Rev. R. E. McCaskill, Rev. John C. Bailey, Rev. 
D. M. Morrison, and Ruling Elder D. S. Eppes. 
The day was beautiful and the church was filled 
with worshippers. 





TIRZAH CHURCH 


Sumter County: Under the vigorous leadership 
of Rev. P. H. Biddle, Tirzah Church, at Dalzell, 
S. C., has recently made an addition to the Church 
building. These are commodious rooms for Sab- 
bath School classes. On the night of December 8, 
dedication exercises were held in the presence of 
a large congregation. The dedication sermon was 
delivered ‘by Dr. John ‘C. Bailey. Delightful re- 
freshments were served, and a pleasant social hour 
was enjoyed. 





Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in its 
stated winter session in the Sinton Presbyterian 
Church, Sinton, Tex., January 11-12, 1949, with 
forty-five ministers and thirty ruling elders pres- 
ent. 


Rev. J. Martin Singleton was elected modera- 
tor; Rev. Geo. B. Williams, Jr., temporary ¢lerk; 
and Rev. Chauncey Acrey, reading clerk. 


The pastoral relation between Rev. Will King 
and the Weslaco church was dissolved, and Mr. 
King was dismissed to the Presbytery of Mid- 
Texas, Rev. Burton Riddle was received from the 
Presbytery of ElPaso, and arrangements were 
made for his installation as pastor of the church 
at Aransas Pass. Commissions were also appointed 
to install Rev. J. J. Marse as pastor of the Allen 
Memorial Church at Edna, and Rev. H. Addison 
Woestemeyer as pastor of the recently organized 
church at Blewett—Mr. Woestemeyer is also 
pastor of the church at Uvalde. 


Memorial services were held Wednesday morn- 
ing for Rev. R. E. Porterfield, deceased. 


Commissions appointed at the fall meeting re- 
ported the organization of two new churches: 
One at Blewett, Tex., on Oct. 31, 1948, with thirty- 
two members; and the other at Premont, Tex., on 
Nov. 18, 1948, with thirty-nine members. Ruling 
Elders and Deacons were elected, ordained and 
installed in each church. 


Four young men were received under the care 
of Presbytery as candidates for the ministry, 
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namely: Alfred G. Severin, of the Westminster 
Church, San Antonio; Richard A, Ryan, of the 
church at Seguin; and Robert F. Barber and 


Clarence Keith Wright, of the Church at Robs- 
town. 


Commissioners to the 1949 General Assembly 
were elected (alternates in parenthesis) as fol- 
lows: Rev. Francis M. Davis (Rev. S. Brooks 
McLane); Rev. J. Martin Singleton (Rev. Burton 
Riddle); Rev. Hugh Robertson (Rev. Sam B. 
Hill) ; Rev. G. W. Crofoot (Rev. Arthur V. Boand) ; 
Rev. Robt. F, Gribble (Rev. Frank L. Crown); 
Mr. Franklin Flato, Corpus Christi (Mr. Carl F. 
Behring, San Antonio); Mr. S. D. Cobbs, Kings- 
ville (Mr. Geo. H. Harries, San Antonio); Mr. 
Joe K. Benson, Sinton (Mr. W. L. Clyborne, San 
Antonio); Col. S. C. Cratch, San Antonio (Mr. 
Arthur R. Watkins, Laredo); Mr. Paul L. Thomp- 
son, Weslaco (Mr. Frank C. Merritt, Uvalde). 


Mr. L. R. Klein, of Dallas, Tex., a member of 
the Assembly Men’s Council and Vice-Chairman 
of the Stewardship Committee of the Synod of 
Texas, addressed the Presbytery on Tuesday eve- 
ning on “Implementing Our Church’s Program,” 
and Dr. Robert F. Gribble, of the Austin Semi- 
nary, preached the doctrinal sermon Wednesday 
morning on “The Inspiration of the Bible.” 


The stated spring meeting will convene in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Cuero, Tex., on April 
19, 1949, at 8:00 P.M. 


T.°H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 





Mid-Winter Meeting Of The 
Augusta Presbytery 


August Presbytery met in Mid-Winter session 
in the Ficklin Presbyterian Church on January 
11 at 9:30 A. M. There were nine ministers and 
fourteen elders present for the meeting. The 
Reverend A. C. Van Saun Ph.D. of Washington 
opened the meeting with a short devotional and 
called on Dr. L. T. Newland of Union Point for 
the opening prayer. 


Those introduced to the Presbytery and invited 
to sit as visiting brethren were, Dr. Robert King 
of the Presbytery of Asheville who is supply 
pastor for the First Church in Augusta, Dr. H. 
Kerr Taylor, pastor elect of the First Church of 
Milledgeville, coming from the Presbytery of 
Charleston, Mr. James L. Davis, student supply 
for Sibley Church in Augusta, Mr. Jack Kennedy 
and Mr, O. L. Radford Candidates for the min- 
istry under the care of the Presbytery, and Mr. 
Robert Boynton Smith coming to be received 
under the care of the Presbytery as a candidate 
for the ministry. 


In minutes of a called meeting the reception 


and installation of Dr. J. C. Crenshaw in the 


Greensboro, Madison and Siloam Churches was 
reported. ’ 


The presbytery was saddened by the news of 
the recent death of Rev. I. T. Hawk, a faithful 
pastor and beloved minister of the presbytery who 
has served long and well within the bounds of the 
presbytery. The elder representative from the 
Evans Church, Mr. J. M. Smith gave testimony to 
the good work of Mr. Hawk, saying that he him- 
self was brought into the Way by Mr. Hawk. 
Further witness to the good work for the Master 
which has been done was the presence of Robert 


Boynton Smith as a candidate for the minis 
from the Evans Church. A fifteen minute perio 


was devoted to meditation and memorial for yy 
Hawk. 


Dr, H. Kerr Taylor was received by the presby. 
tery and arrangements made for his installation 
as pastor of First Church Milledgeville on th 
evening of January 23. The commission for the jp. 
stallation service is composed of, Rev. J. L. Ney. 
ton, to preside and propound the constitutiong 
questions, Rev. B. Herman Dillard, to preach th 
sermon, Rev. Arthur C. VanSaun to charge the 
pastor, Elder W. W. Nealy to charge the congr. 
gation and Elder J. O. Salles to act as Clerk fo 
the commission. 


The Committee on Evangelism and the con. 
mittee on Stewardship reported and challenged 
the church to greater evangelistic efforts and, 
broader field of service in Stewardship. 


A saddening note was sounded in the act of 
presbytery in dissolving the Maxeys Church. 


The host church provided bountifully for th 
needs of the members of the Presbytery during 
their stay in Ficklin. The ladies of the Church 
served a delicious meal to the presbytery at th 
noon hour. The Church and its Pastor, Rev. B 
B. Cooper were highly commended by the Presby. 
tery for their fine hospitality for many of th 
comforts of the presbytery, and to him and t 
all the members of the Ficklin Church we ar 
deeply indebted for a profitable and enjoyable day 
spent in their community. 

J. B. Bradley, Stated Clerk. 
Augusta Presbytery. 





Presbytery Of Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwanee convened in it 
Stated Winter meeting, January 11th, in th 
Presbyterian Church of High Springs, Fia., of 
which the’ Rev, Harry G. McDonell, Jr., is the 
minister. The Rev. J. Ralph Neale brought the 
retiring Moderator’s sermon, and pleaded for more 
efficient work on the grounds of the compelling 
love of Christ. The Rev. Thomas Makin, pastor 
of the North Shore Presbyterian Church of Jack 
sonville, was elected Moderator; and the Rev. 
Cecil M. Brown, pastor of the Williston Pres 
byterian Church, the Vice Moderator. 


The Rev. Joseph W. Conyers gave his annul 
report as Executive Secretary of Presbytery, and 
Dr. E. F. Montgomery made the report of Home 
Missions. Suwannee Presbytery is one of the few 
presbyteries in the Assembly where every field 
has a pastor. 


The Stewardship Committee, of which Dr. Mar 
shall Wyatt is the Chairman, made a very inter 
esting report and Presbytery adopted a new idea, 
that instead of the Home Missions Committe 
mailing its check to the minister and helping 
the minister’s salary, it will mail its check to the 
church treasurer and help the entire work of the 
Home Missions Church through the treasurer ° 
the local Church. 


The Southside Estates Presbyterian Chapel wil 
be organized into a Presbyterian Church, Febrv 
ary 27th, 7:30 P. M. Presbytery commended the 
splendid work done by the Rev, James L. Jack 
son in this new field. The petition was signed by 
seventy-nine petitioners. 
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The Stated Spring Meeting will be conducted in 
April in the Williston Presbyterian Church, Willis- 
ton, Fla. 


Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk, 
Suwannee Presbytery. 





Central Mississippi Presbytery 


The Presbytery Of Central Mississippi met in 
the attractively re-finished and re-modeled First 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., of Louisville, on 18 
January 1949 with 26 ministers and 29 elders in 
attendance. Rev. Alex Whitaker, Jr. of Itta Bena 
preached the retiring moderator’s sermon on, “Re- 
pentance And Confession.” Rev. J. H. Laster of 
French Camp was elected the new moderator. 
Rev. A. N. Moffett was received from Mississippi 
Presbytery and a commission was appointed to in- 
stall him as pastor of the Presbytery’s youngest 
Church—Alta Woods in Jackson. Candidate-for- 
the-ministry E. E. McPheeters was received from 
Arkansas Presbytery and after examination was 
licensed to preach. A commission was appointed 
to. install him as an evangelist. He will serve The 
First Presbyterian Church in Jackson as Associate 
Pastor. Dr, R. T. Gillespie, of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions, brought an enlight- 
ening and inspiring address on the status of the 
several mission fields of the church. The Presby- 
tery approved the proposed amendment to Par. 
163, Book Of Church Order relative to the in- 
corporation of churches. 


The following were elected commissioners to 
the General Assembly: Minister Principals: John 
P. Simmons, Louisville, Russell T. Nunan, Green- 
ville, R. D. Bedinger, Jackson; Minister Alter- 
nates: W. N. Bashaw, Ackerman, Chaplain Duncan 
N. Naylor, Ft. George G. Meade, Md., and J. H. 
Laster, French Camp. Elder Principals: E. Grady 
Jolly, Louisville, J, L. Brown, Belzoni, H. B. 
Turner, Philadelphia; Elder Alternates: W. C. 
Wells, Jr., Jackson, E. O. Harder, Jr., Jackson 
and R. C. Curtis, French Camp. Presbytery ad- 
journed to meet in the Edwards church on 19 
April 1949. 


Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 





News Report Adjourned Meeting 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its Ad- 
journed Winter Meeting at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Winston-Salem, Tuesday, January 18 with 
28 Ministers and 18 Ruling Elders present. Rev. 
Ralph Ritchie was the Moderator. Since the last 
Stated Meeting the Montview Presbyterian Church, 
Winston-Salem, an outpost of the George W. Lee 
Memorial Church, has been organized. A com- 
mission was appointed to organize the Meadow 
View Outpost of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Lexington, into a church, February 20. An over- 
ture touching the date for the observance of 
Christian Education Day was sent the General 
Assembly. The following commissioners were elect- 
ed to attend the next meeting of the General 
Assembly. Ministers: Revs. J. Harry Whitmore 
and Robert A. ‘Potter, principals, with Revs. 
Thomas C. Bryan and Ralph Ritchie alternates. 
Ruling Elders: A. A. Cashion, North Wilkesboro 
First, and J. S. Kuykendall, Reynolda, principals, 
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with Lester Sheppard, Asbury and Felix O. Gee, 
Lexington First, alternates, 


The outstanding feature of the meeting was the 
celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
organization of the Presbytery, Winston-Salem 
Presbytery was set off from the Presbytery of 
Orange by the Synod of North Carolina and or- 
ganized at the First Presbyterian Church, Win- 
ston-Salem, December 4, 1923. Two charter mem- 
bers, the Rev. J. H. Carter, D.D., of Newton, N. 
C., and Rev. R. H. Stone, of Charlotte, N. C., were 
invited to take part in the celebration. Dr. Carter 
conducted the service of worship and Rev. R. H. 
Stone delivered an historical enrollment of 16 
to 34 ministers, 32 to 46 churches and 3321 to 
5573 communicants. The next Stated Meeting 
will be held at the newly organized Pilot Moun- 
tain Church, April 19, 1949, 


J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 





Meridian Presbytery 


The 107th. Stated Meeting of Meridian Pres- 
bytery was held in the First Church, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., Jan. 18, 1949. By request of the retiring 
Moderator, Ruling Elder L. E. Faulkner, Rev. R. 
D. Littleton, Pastor of the Bay Street Church, 
preached the opening sermon on the subject: 
“The Urgency and Importance of the Work of 
the Church.” Twenty-three Ministers and thirty- 
two Ruling Elders were present. Rev. Vance Bar- 
ron, pastor of the First Church, Meridian, was 
elected Moderator. Calls for a pastor from the 
Bay Springs group of Churches and the Leakes- 
ville group were approved by Presbytery. A splen- 
did piece of beach property in the city of Pass 
Christian has recently come into the possession 
of the Presbytery and the Religious Education 
Committee was requested to consider plans for 


building a Young People’s Camp on the site and 
report when ready. 


Commissioners to the next General Assembly 
were elected. Three young men were received 
under the care of Presbytery as Candidates for 
the Ministry as follows: David Morris and Henry 
Edward Morren of the New Augusta Church, and 
Jerry Doyle Otwell of the First Church of Me- 
ridian. Dr. G. L. Tucker of Laurel was appointed 
to preach the doctrinal sermon at the April meet- 
ing of Presbytery on the subject: “The Significance 
of Baptism.” The next regular meeting of Pres- 
bytery will be held on April 19th. in the First 
Church, Biloxi, 


L. A. Beckman, Jr., Stated Clerk. 





Assembly’s Training School 
Summer Session 


(Plans for the 1949 summer session at the As- 
sembly’s Training School have just been an- 
nounced by Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael, Director. 
This session of four weeks will open on Wednes- 
day, July 20 and close on Thursday, August 18. 
Courses will be offered in Bible, Religious Edu- 
cation, Methods of Weekday Religious Education, 
Visual Aids, Church Music and Church Kinder- 
garten Work. The courses in Church Music will 
be given during the first two weeks, July 20- 
August 3. 


The following members of the Training School 
Faculty will teach, Dr. Joseph M. Gettys, Dr. 
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James R. Sydnor, Mrs. L. C. Majors, and Miss 
Rachael Wylie, Guest teachers include Miss Eliza- 
beth Longwell, Supervisor of Weekday Religious 
Education for the Virginia Council of Churches; 
Miss Mamie Heinz, Director of Pre-School Kinder- 
garten, First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Miss Margaret Thomson, Director Weekday School, 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Mrs. Madeline D. Ingram, Organist and Choir Di- 
rector, Memorial Methodist Church, Lynchburg, 
Va.; Dr. Federal Lee Whittlesey, Minister of 
Music at the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
Eire, Pa.; and Mr. William H. Schutt, Organist 


and Choir Director, Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond. 


A bulletin giving detailed information will be 
sent upon request. 

















DALLAS PRESBYTERY 

We were fortunate enough to secure the booking 
of the film, “Christ The Only Answer,” for use 
during the entire month of January in the Presby- 
tery of Dallas. As this is written the film has been 
used in seven Churches. Everyone is high in their 
praise of it. We feel that this is one of the best 
things that has been done in the promotion of the 
Program of Progress. It is a splendid technicolor 
dramatization of Roy LeCraw’s message to the 
Church. The film is twenty minutes in length. It 
holds the attention and grips the heart of those 
who see it. 


In connection with the showing of the film the 
Executive Secretary is holding informal confer- 
ences with the elders and deacons of each Church 
with reference to regular benevolences, Program 
of Progress objectives, etc. Mrs. J. R. Sheppard, 
President of the Women of the Church of Dallas 
Presbytery, is covering a number of the Churches 
in conferences with officers of the Women of the 
Church. Mr. George Dunlap, President of the Men’s 
Council of Dallas Presbytery, is visiting as many 
men’s groups as possible this month. 


















The Presbytery of Dallas met in its 141st Stated 
Meeting in the Westminster Church, Dallas, Janu- 
ary 11, 1949 at 9:30 A. M. The meeting was 
called to order by the Moderator and the opening 
devotional was conducted by Rev. Daniel A. Baker. 


Rev. Paul F. Bobb, Moderator, opened the meet- 
ing of the Presbytery with prayer. Rev. Mr. Bobb 
was elecied Moderator to succeed himself. There 
were 25 ministers and 12 Ruling Elders present. 


Received: Rev, Egbert Lubbers (Professor of 
Economics in Austin College presented his Cer- 
tificate of Dismission as a member of the Classis 
of Dakota, Reformed Church of America, and aft- 
er proper examinations, and having signed the Ex 
Animo Statement was extended the right hand of 


fellowship and was enrolled as a member of Dallas 
Presbytery. 


Mr. Donald Lee Clark, a member of the Oak 
Cliff Church, was introduced to the Presbytery by 
his pastor, Rev. Thomas W. Currie. 


All requirements having been met and all exami- 
nations having been sustained, Rev. S. L. Joekel 
delivered a charge to the Candidate, and Rev. 
Tho. F, Gallaher offered the prayer. The Pres- 
bytery extended the right hand of fellowship to 
Mr. Clark, and the Stated Clerk was instructed 
to enroll Mr. Donald Lee Clark as a Candidate 
under the care of Dallas Presbytery. 
























THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Mar. 15, 1949 






Dismissed: By requests from Rev. Paul PJP, 
Wright and the Clarendon Church their pastoral 
relation was dissolved, and Rev. Paul D, Wright 
was granted a Certification of Dismission to | 
Paso Presbytery. 


New Church: Enrolled: The Wynnewood Church, 
which was organized with 100 new members of 
November 21st and of which Rev. Daniel A. Baker 
has been installed as pastor, was added to our 
Roll of Churches. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly: Min- 
isters: Principals: Rev. W. A. Baine, Rev. Cecil 
H. Lang, Rev. A. J. Van Puffelen, and Rev. John 
S, Ellie. 


Alternates: Rev. C. M. FrerKing; Rev. E. C. 
Scott. Rev. Walter Lazenby, Jr., and Rev. Ben 
E. Gillespie. 


Ruling Elders: Prin.: Mr. W. J. Hancock; Dr, 
John B. Chester; Mr. John L. Morrison, Mr, J. L. 
Clarke. 


Alternates: Mr. H. L. Shoap, Mr. E. O. Diaz; 
Mr. Paul Montgomery; and Mr. B. F. Zeigler. 


Presbytery unanimously approved the Amend- 
ment to the Book of Church Order Stated Spring 
Meeting: At Lake Dallas, April 19, 1949 at 


2:00 P. M. 
Robert L. Cowan, Stated Clerk. 





BETHEL PRESBYTERY 

Bethel Presbytery met at Doby’s Bridge Chapel 
of Unity Presbyterian Church, Fort Mill, 8. C., with 
twenty-three ministers and thirty elders present. 
Rev. C. R. McCubbins, D.D., was moderator. Mr. 
Donald L. Covington, of Tirzah (Y) Church, was 
received by examination as a candidate for the 
ministry. A benevolent budget of $90,000.00 was 
adopted for 1949-50. Commissioners to the General 
Assembly were elected as follows: Ministers: T. F. 
Grier (J. T. Dendy, Alternate); Tilden Scherer 
(W. H, Bowman, Alternate). Elders: J. D. Wylie 
(John Aycock, Alternate); W. B. Nichols (J. A. B. 
Boyd, Alternate). The amendment to the Book of 
Church Order sent down to the Presbyteries was 
approved. 


The following overture was sent by the Presby- 
tery to the General Assembly: “To appoint an Ad 
Interim Committee to make a thorough study of 
the whole question of the relationship of the prop- 
erty of the individual Church with reference to the 
control of the General Assembly or other church 
courts and that this committee be instructed to re- 
port its findings to the 1950 Assembly.” Bethel 
Presbytery adjourned to meet at Bethesda Presby- 
terian Church on April 26, 1949. 

W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


The Federal Council On 


Human Rights 
By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


The above article, which was printed in the Feb- 
uary, 1949, issue of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, brought immediate requests for reprints 
in large quantities, In answer to these requests we 
have reprinted the article in folder form. These are 
now available at $2.00 per hundred, or $15.00 per 
thouand, postpaid. Order from The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Mississippi Elders Write To 
Committee On Co-operation 
And Union 


Jackson, Mississippi, 
February 23, 1949. 


Committee on Cooperation and Union 

of the Presbyterian Church U.S., 

Care Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, D.D., Chairman, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Brethren: 


We, the undersigned Elders of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S., all of us former Commissioners to 
past General Assemblies, and all of us lawyers in 
active practice, have read with great surprise and 
disappointment a copy of the Report which your 
Committee proposes to make to the next General 
Assembly, 


With regard to the matter of possible church 
union, the 1948 General Assembly authorized and 
instructed your Committee as follows: “That for 
a period of five years the entire plan of reunion 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., be held in 
abeyance, and that during this time the commit- 
tee confine its activities to exploring avenues of 
acquaintance and cooperation only, except that the 
committee shall complete the plan by March 1, 
1949, and have the same printed in sufficient num- 
ber to supply any request.” 


We are surprised that you could construe the 
clause, ‘the committee confine its activities to ex- 
ploring avenues of acquaintance and cooperation 
only,” in such a way as to justify the proposed Re- 
port which you have prepared; and we are disap- 
pointed that you, assuming that this clause might 
be so construed technically, have proceeded to so 
construe it. 


It is perfectly obvious that there is all of the 
difference in the world between your Committee’s 
exploring avenues of acquaintance and cooperation, 
which is what you gentlemen were instructed to do, 
and your Committee’s recommending that our de- 
nomination start traveling down some of those ave- 
nues, which is what your proposed Report projects. 


Many parts of your proposed Report are, in our 
opinion, open violations of the spirit and the letter 
and the true and accepted meaning of the Mora- 
torlum agreed upon by the 1948 General Assembly 
in regard to agitation for or against union of our 
denomination with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
In fact, many parts of your proposed Report, and 
the actions by our denomination which those parts 
project, are in themselves agitation for and present 
action toward church union; and we are constrained 
to think that this, in the face of the agreement 
reached in the 1948 General Assembly, amounts 
on your part to considering the Moratorium as “just 
& Scrap of paper.” 


We opponents of church union have been bending 
over backwards in our efforts to observe the spirit 
and the letter and the true and accepted meaning 
of the Moratorium of 1948. The “Continuing 
Church Committee” has very scrupulously observed 
Ij and so have our “Committee of 100 Elders of 
_ the Synod of Mississippi” (which is composed of far 

more than 100 Elders) and other similar groups in 
our denomination. 


If the Report proposed by your Committee, or 
any Report similar to it, is submitted to the next 


General Assembly, we shall have no alternative but | 
to believe that you gentlemen will have gone back 
on your agreement, and that no part of the Mora- 
torium will then be in force.-If you gentlemen sub- 
mit such a Report to the next General Assembly, 
we shall then, as a consequence, feel perfectly free 
to proceed as though the Moratorium had never 
been in existence (which seems to be the procedure 
upon which you are starting). And you will find 
that there will be thousands upon thousands of 
others, who oppose union with the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., who will be forced by you gentle- 
men to take the same view—and to act accordingly. 


Yours very sincerely, 
H. C. Alexander, 
Chalmers W. Alexander, 
Leon F. Hendrick, 
Stokes V. Robertson, 
W. Calvin Wells, 
W. Calvin Wells, III. 





Boo 


The Third Strike: Jerry Gray. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. The 
third strike is the story of a young man who 
turns an X-ray upon his soul and permits us to see 
the long and painful struggle to find some source 
strong enough to help him become free from the 
habit of drink, This book was mailed to a cross- 
section of more than 100 ministers, editors, tem- 
perance leaders and educators. All the commen- 
taries to date highly commend this book. It helps 
readers to understand the problem alcoholics face. 


It should be a warning to young people never to 
take the first drink. 











Psychology For Christian Teachers: Alfred L. 
Murray. Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. Under the tutelage of 
Dr. Murray psychology becomes a fascinating sub- 
ject. He shows how psychology enables one to 
understand himself and others in his relationship 
to them. His terminology is simple, He has written 
principally for the lay psychologist. 


This volume is comprehensive in that it deals 
with all ages. Many helpful suggestions are 
offered, not only to children and young people, 
but also for newly-wed couples and adults. 


Another good section is on “The Technique of 
Visitation.” “Psychology in the Sick Room” is 
good reading especially for adults. The last chap- 
ter on “How to Increase Sunday School Atten- 
dance” will appeal especially to superintendents 
ef Sunday Schools. 


This volume will be a helpful addition to any 
Church School worker’s library. -R.R 


Resources For Worship: A. C. Reid, Ph.D. ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price 
$2.00. Dr, Reid is professor of philosophy at Wake 
Forest College, North Carolina. He is popular as 
a speaker at college chapel services. The messages 
in this book were originally given at chapel serv- 
ices at Wake Forest and Harvard. | 


These messages are based on Biblical themes. 
They are exceedingly brief. Any one could be de- 
livered by a fluent speaker in less than five min- 
utes. They vary in merit. Some are stimulating 
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and satisfying. Some show a lack of theological 
apprehension and border on the superficial. Chap- 
ter 41 is an example of how a professor of phi- 
losophy may be a very poor exegete. The main 
value of these fifty talks is to be found in their 
suggestiveness. Many of them are capable of ex- 
pansion. —J.R.R. 


The World-Case Report: I. R. Wall. Christopher 
Publishing House, 1140 Columbus Avenue, Bos- 
ton, Mass. $2.00. This book outlines the history 
and conflict of the Christian religion and phi- 
losophy in the last two centuries. It discusses the 
various “isms” which are enemies of Christianity. 
The author points out the effect of false philosophy 
on the moral life of the nation. 


A Brief History Of The Evangelical Lutheran 
Synodical Conference Of North America: John 
Theodore Mueller. Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
Price 30c. A diamond jubilee booklet giving the 
origin, development and work of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America. 
This booklet is especially interesting to Lutherans 
but it has a historical value for Christians who 
desire to know more about this particular de- 
nomination. 


The Life Of Mark A. Matthews: Dr. Ezra P. 
Giboney and Agnes M. Potter. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 
This is the life story of the crusading pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Seattle, Wash. From 
a membership of four hundred this church be- 
came the world’s largest Protestant congregation, 
the center of a vast community activity embrac- 
ing twenty-eight branches. This book will be of 
interest to ministers of the gospel, church leaders 
and lay workers, 


We Worship Together: Mary Grace Martin. 
Judson Press, 1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $2.25. This book contains 49 worship 
services for groups that consist of kindergarten, 
primary and junior children. They are arranged 
under monthly and weekly themes. Throughout 
these services the practical and helpful sugges- 
tions are motivated by a warm spiritual devotion 
to the art of teaching. The book shows the 
author’s understanding in children and her ap- 
preciation of the problems and opportunities of 
the smaller church school. 


Our Family Grows Toward God: Mary Clemens 
Odell. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
—* 50c. A booklet designed to enrich family 
ife. 





Our Living Christ 
Jesus Christ can become your contemporary, 
your risen, living Lord known to you in intimate 


friendship, the strength and joy and hope of every 
day. That He has been to countless thousands down 


through the ages. This He was to the Apostle Paul.. 


This He was to Francis of Assisi. This He was to 
Raymond Lull and Robert Morrison and Adoniram 
Judson. This He was to Robert William Dale of 
Carr’s Lane, London, who had an Easter Hymn 
sung in his church every Sunday with the hope 
that his church might come to believe that Jesus 
Christ is really alive. This He was to Winifred 
Kirkland, who declared him to be “the most living 
fact of the present.” This He is to me also—the 
Jesus of history, and yet more real to me than 
any human being I know. —Jesse R. Wilson, in 
Whose Disciples (Revell). 
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THE SHORTER CATECHISM 


(Continued from Page 4) 
every day of our lives and then go home to enjoy 
Him forever.” 


Augustine, the doctor of the Western Church, 
said: “O Lord, Thou has made us for Thyself and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee,” 
As soon as we come to God and seek to glorify 
Him, we begin to enjoy Him. But, of course, we 
shall enjoy Him all the more in Heaven. 


Q. What rule hath God given to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy Him? 


A. The word of God, which is contained in the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 
only rule to direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy Him. 


If you are running a hundred yard race you 
can see the goal from the start, But if you are 
running a four-mile cross country you want mark- 
ers to show you the course. If you are lost ina 
desert you need a compass to chart the course, or 
if it is a clear night you might use the North Star 
to set your course. Since you are young, since 
your knowledge is limited, and since sin has dark- 
ened your understanding you need a compass or 
rule to guide you on the race of life. The Bible is 
the compass God has given to guide our lives, 
When we set our course by it we live life at its 
highest and its best. 


God is not just any thought or idea that a man 
or a boy may have. God is the living and true 
BEING who made everything else and who tells 
us what He Himself is and does. God shows us 
Himself in His Word. Everyone reveals what he 
is by what he says and what he does. God spoke 
His own Word to Abraham and to Moses, to the 
prophets and to the psalmist. This first part of 
the Bible is the Old Testament. Finally, God be- 
came man in Jesus of Nazareth who is the Word 
of God in person. The story of Jesus and the mean- 
ing of His coming is the New Testament, even as 
the Old Testament is the promise of His coming. 
Thus, the message of the whole Bible is Jesus 
Christ, God’s Word to us. And the Bible is God's 
witness to Christ our Saviour and Lord. As we 
read the Bible the living and true God reveals 


— to us so that we may glorify and enjoy 
im. 


How can we understand the Bible? Well God 
Himself comes into our hearts and opens our 
minds that we may understand His Word, God the 
Holy Spirit shows us Christ as our Saviour. He 
sheds abroad the love of God in our heart so that 
in His light we see light. 


The English word Testament means about the 
same thing as the word will. A man’s last will 
and testament declares how he wills his property 
to be divided between his wife and his seve 
children. When Christ died He willed His sal- 
vation to everyone who believes in Him. The word 
testament also carries with it the idea of a cove 
nant, aN economy, a plan of operation or admit 
istration. God placed the Jewish people under one 
mode of administering (working) His plan of 
salvation and the Christian Church under another 
or new mode of administering (working) the 
same plan of salvation. The Old Testament mode 
was by priests and animal sacrifices. The New 
Testament by the preaching of the Word, baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper. 


testin 
and 
from 
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Q. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 


A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God 
requires of man. 


The first two questions have been introductory, 
this answer gives us the outline for the rest of 
the catechism. Questions 4 through 38 deal with 
what we are to believe and from 39 to the end 
largely with what we are to do. There are many 
matters in the Bible, history, geography, bi- 
ography, literature, but the Bible is above all else 
God’s Book. It is inspired by Him in order to 
reveal to us who and what He is and what He, our 
Maker and our Saviour, would have us to do. 


We must come to the Bible to get right ideas 
about God. There is one only living and true 
God and He has revealed Himself in His Word. 
Here He speaks, here His heart overflows in love 
for us, here He comes in Christ to save us, 


We receive this knowledge of God by belief or 
faith. Belief is knowledge that comes not from 
seeing things as we saw yesterday’s baseball game, 
nor from reasoning as we do in working our arith- 
metic problems, but from teaching or testimony. 
We receive the testimony of our mother about 
things we did as a baby, we accept the teaching 
at school about London or Paris though we have 
never seen them, we believe our preacher when he 
tells us of Paul and of David. If we accept the 
testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, 
and so our faith in God our Saviour that comes 
from God’s Book is stronger than our assurance 
of these things we learn from mother or teacher. 


And God knows best what is right and what is 
wrong. In the first place, He made us like God 
Himself, and His law is simply this: Be like God. 
The Bible goes on and tells us what we ought to 
do to be like God, especially in the Ten Com- 
mandments and in the Sermon on the Mount. A 
true understanding of God and an obedient life 
are the whole duty of man. 





“Tomorrow Is Here” 


It is a significant thing that the author of a 
book entitled ‘“‘Missions Tomorrow,” published in 
1987, should publish in 1948 a book with the 
strange title, ““Tomorrow Is Here.” It is the more 
significant that such a book with such a title was 
Written by one of the world’s foremost authorities 
om church history, Dr. K. S. LaTourette (in col- 
laboration with one of his students). The inspira- 
tion of the book and the suggestion of the title 
came from that very remarkable missionary con- 
ference at Whitby, Canada, in 1947. The preface 
explains the title: 


“We are in the midst of a new age. For 
years we have been saying that we are living 
In the twilight of a dying world, and that a 
new world is about to be born... The new 
age has begun. We may not like this new age. 
It has in it much of uncertainty and even of 
terror. These are among its outstanding fea- 
tures. Yet all of us who are now living must 
face this tomorrow. We cannot escape it.” 


We face it without possibility of escaping it, for 
the reason that it is here now. Consider the fact 
that the Gospel has now reached every nation on 
earth and has proved its power—as so strikingly 
demonstrated at Whitby—to unite in Christian 
wotherhood peoples: of different Janguage and 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


eee 


Page 23 








We invite your inquiries about the cleaning of 
chintz draperies and slip covers, wedding and 
evening dresses, suits, coats and other items. 


FOOTER’S 
Cleaners & Dyers Since 1870 
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race. Consider the fact that unless this uniting 
power of the Gospel is applied quickly and effec- 
tively, our world can only go on to another world 
war unimaginably disastrous. The church of a 
tomorrow long prayed for is here. The world of a 
tomorrow long ago foretold is here. Then is it not 
real and solemn truth that tomorrow is here? 


Certainly a day is upon the church with a de- 
mand not to be met by the response of the Church 
on the scale either of yesterday or of today. The 
response must be on a new scale commensurate 
with the demand of the tomorrow that is here. 
Will it be? Can it be? 


Such a response could be made by the church 
with enough members of deep, unshakable, en- 
thusiastic conviction that the Gospel is what our 
world needs, and that therefore the church must 
give the Gospel to all the world, 


Call it fanaticism if you will, Fascism, Nazism, 
Communism; but in the unreserved, indefatigable 
devotion of Fascists and Nazis and Communists 
to their evil systems, we have an example that 
puts us to shame for our doubt and our indif- 
ference as to Christianity. There is no reason to 
doubt. There is no excuse for indifference. In a 
world where physical suffering has reached such 
appalling proportions, where mental confusion and 
moral disintegration are so ominous of still greater 
catastrophe than two world wars have already 
brought, Christians must reach a new high level of 
dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ and His cause. 


Not since the day of the almost insignificant 
beginning of the church have opposing forces 
been so aggressive and powerful. Even in the na- 
tions of Christendom Christians, real Christians, 
are in a small minority. Outside Christendom, they 
are in a minority so small as to be, on worldly 
reckoning, negligible. But our Lord has laid upon 
His church the commission to bear its witness to 
Him in all the world, to every creature, and He 
has promised His presence and His power even 
to the end of the world. 


It is now or never for a program of Christian 
witness and work over all the earth on an un- 
precedented scale. Our General Assembly has 
recognized that fact and has set up such a pro- 
gram, the Presbyterian Program of Progress. One 
thing will keep it from being a program on paper, 
as too many have been in the past—a deep, un- 
shakable, enthusiastic conviction that the Gospel 
to the world, now—now that tororrow is here. 


Do enough of us in the Church have that con- 
viction, And suppose the church were to be stirred 
deeply and widely enough really to launch a pro- 
gram scaled to the demand of a tomorrow that 
is here, Soviet Russia and its satellite nations be- 
hind the iron curtain; China falling into Com- 
munist hands; Burma, India, Indonesia seething 
with a pagan nationalism. If under more favor- 
able circumstances the Gospel made no greater 
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conquests, what is to be expected now, Besides, 
does not the New Testament warn of a consum- 
mation marked not by a gradual triumph of the 
good, but by a sudden and catastrophic judgment 
of God upon evil grown daring and defiant. 


Never were our Lord’s words more to the point 
than now: 


“It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in His own 
power. But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 


When He said that, there were, so far as we 
know, only some five hundred believers, and years 
later it was still true that in the church there 
were “not many noble, not many mighty’—nor 
wise either, as the worldly-wise saw them, those 
deluded followers of a dead and defeated leader, 
in an evil, hostile world. 


Well, that yesterday is gone. Today is more 
than any today has ever been, Today, tomorrow 
is here with its fast-culminating hatred of moral 
restraints and religious ideals. Tomorrow is here 
with all its desperate need of the Gospel—and 
amg running out. What shall we do? What can 
we do? 


If we have that deep, unshakable, enthusiastic 
conviction about the Gospel as exactly what is 
needed in our world for which tomorrow has come, 
then let us not delay to see what others are going 
to do. It may be that God looks to see what we 
are going to do. And this is what. you and I can 
do: pray wholeheartedly, “Lord, send revival, be- 
ginning in me!” And then—let it begin in us. 

—wW. T. W. 





RANDOM SHOTS 


By Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


One of the arguments put forth for the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church remaining in the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches was this: “By staying in 
we can let our voice be heard against that which 
is out of harmony with our Standards, and let our 
opposition be felt.’”’ During the meeting of the 
Federal Council last Fall in Cincinnati, Ohio, I 
was listening to the radio news broadcast one night. 
The Announcer spoke of a certain program being 
adopted without opposition, the southern repre- 
sentatives refraining from voting. He then quoted 
one representative of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church as saying: “I did not wish to oppose the 
Christian conscience of this group.”” Now I would 
say, in the words of Chester Riley of radio fame: 
What a revolting development this turned out to 
be!” 


I note in certain quarters where there is some 
agitation for a General Assembly of the Women 
of the Church. Now the men will have to keep up, 
and so there will be a demand for a General 
Assembly for the Men of the Church. Then to be 
sure, under the direction of the Religious Edu- 
cation Leaders, who will not be pushed into a 
back-seat, there will be a call for a General As- 
sembly for the Young People of the Church. Jump- 
ing Grasshoppers! How many General Assemblies 
can one Church have? 


In looking over some of the literature put out 
for American Brotherhood Week, read this: 
“What is Brotherhood? Brotherhood is giving to 
others the rights and respect that we want for 
ourselves.’”’ That sounds like a very good state. 
ment, in different words, of the Golden Rule, but 
I search the Dictionary in vain, for I do not find 
that meaning of Brotherhood therein. 


I was reading an article in a Daily Paper the 
other night about the arrest of certain Protestants 
in Bulgaria, The following declaration from Bishop 
Stamm, president of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, appeared in the 
article: ‘Contacts between United States and Bul. 
garian Protestants have been solely religious and 
humanitarian. No politics have been involved.” 
‘then followed this sentence: “The Council com. 
promises 27 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox de. 
nominations.” The underscoring is mine. The Coun- 
cil would say this is a typographical error. But 
is it not a fact that the linotype man was writing 
more truthfully than he knew? 


“Some Reasons Why The 
Southern Presbyterian Church 
Should Withdraw From 
The Federal Council 

Of Churches” 


The large sixteen-page booklet published under 
the above caption is still available for those who 
write in for it. This booklet is a report of a dis 
cussion by a group of Presbyterian Elders from 
the Southeastern States, meeting in informal ses- 
sion at the Poinsett Hotel, Greenville, S. C., on 
August 6, 1947. We have received a letter 
from a Presbyterian Elder in Seattle, Wash., in 
which he says: “Events since the publication of 
your report was made have only confirmed all you 
have said about the Federal Council in this re 
port.” Write today for this report and it will be 
sent to you free and postpaid. Address: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 








Foreign Mission Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1947, to Feb. 28, 1948 


$899,250.06 
Apr, 1, 1948, to Feb. 28, 1949 


854,294.69 


Decrease $ 44,955.37 


Program of Progress 


Apr. 1, 1948, to Feb. 28, 1949 (Net) $815,552.71 


Wings For The Soul 


A busy mother was one day regretting that she 
could do so little church work and take so small 
a part in Christian enterprises. “I shall have only 
a life of housework to show at last,” she said 
rather sadly to a friend one day. “Why, mother, 
exclaimed her little daughter, who overheard the 
words, “all we children will stand up and tell all 
you’ve done for us—everything! I shouldn’t s-pos 
they’d want anything better than good mothers 
up in heaven.” And the friend answered: “The 
child is right. Earth will send to heaven no better 
saints than the true Christian mothers who hav 
done their best.” —The Home Messenger 
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